
Order entered October 27, 2022. 

M.R. 3140 

IN THE 
SUPREME COURT 

OF 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

(Deleted material is struck through, and new material is underscored.) 

Effective January 1, 2023, Illinois Supreme Court Rules 501,504,505,529,530,531,551,552, 
555, 556, 570, 572, 585, and 589 are amended, as follows. Also effective January 1, 2023, Illinois 
Supreme Court Rules 503, 526, 527, 528, 532, 553, and 554 are repealed. 

Amended Rule 501 

Article V. Rules on Trial Court Proceedings in Traffic and 
Conservation Offenses, Ordinance Offenses, Petty Offenses, 

Certain Misde111eanors, and Civil Law Violations Bail 
Schedules 

Part A. General 

Rule 501. Definitions 
(a) Reserved. Bond {:-eFtm-etl~-i-l-see-Hrity documents which also guarantee paymentc-ef 

j-~f-HR~eRalties, asses-sment-s,and costs, not to exceed the amount specified in 
Schedule l 2, as provided--i-n-section 15-60 of the Criminal (¼fla--+raffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 
135/15 60}4er-any single offense or $500-for mul~offenses arising out of the same occurrence 
Eat~nd cerhfieate51,'0f-flot to exceed-$-500 -for any-single offense covered by Rule 526(b)( B 
ttfUCk bond certificates), whic-h-ar€-i-ss-ued or guaFanteed, in counties other than Coek-;----by 
companies or membership associations authorized to do so by the Director of Insurance, Statc-e-f 
Illinois, under regulations issued by this court. (Note: Copies of these regulations may be obtainetl 
~ting to: Dir-ectoF, i\dministrafrv-e--G~f.the-tllinois Courts, 3101 Old Jacksonville RoaEl--;
.Si,ringfield, IL 62704 6488.) +he privi-l-ege---e,f issuing bond-eertificates for Hse in Cook Co-1:tfttY 
shall be go~,ul e of the Circuit Corn't of Cook County. (Note: Copies---&fthe Cook County 
rule-may-be obtained by writing to: Office of tne Chief Judge, Riehard J. Daley Center, 50 W. 
Wa-shingt&n Et., Chieage,lb--60~ 

(b) Reserved. btls-lHH"-Cash Bail. Unitee:-St-ates CHHency; tra · tes eurr--e-ney 
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by means of credit cards, debit-eards;-ere-leetronic fund transfer; traveler's cheoks-i-ssued by major 
banks or express companies wh-ieh,alefl:e..er--i-n-combination with currency, total the~ct amount 
required to be deposited as bai+;-and-- negotiable drafts on major credit card companies, under 
conditions approved by the Administrative Qirector. 

(c) Conservation Offense. Any case charging a violation listed below, except any charge 
punishable upon conviction by imprisonment in the penitentiary: 

(1) The Fish and Aquatic Life Code, as amended ( 515 ILCS 5/1-1 et seq.); 

(2) The Wildlife Code, as amended (520 ILCS 5/1.1 et seq.); 

(3) The Boat Registration and Safety Act, as amended (625 ILCS 45/1-1 et seq.); 

( 4) The Park District Code, as amended (70 ILCS 1205/1-1 et seq.); 

(5) The Chicago Park District Act, as amended (70 ILCS 1505/ 0.01 et seq.); 

(6) The State Parks Act, as amended (20 ILCS 835/ 0.01 et seq.); 

(7) The State Forest Act, as amended (525 ILCS 40/ 0.01 et seq.); 

(8) The Forest Fire Protection District Act, as amended (425 ILCS 40/ 0.01 et seq.); 

(9) The Snowmobile Registration and Safety Act, as amended ( 625 ILCS 40/1-1 et seq.); 

(10) The Endangered Species Protection Act, as amended (520 ILCS 10/1 et seq.); 

(11) The Forest Products Transportation Act, as amended (225 ILCS 740/1 et seq.); 

(12) The Timber Buyers Licensing Act, as amended (225 ILCS 735/1 et seq.); 

(13) The Downstate Forest Preserve District Act, as amended (70 ILCS 805/ 0.001 et seq.); 

(14) The Exotic Weed Act, as amended (525 ILCS 10/1 et seq.); 

(15) The Ginseng Harvesting Act, as amended (525 ILCS 20/ 0.01 et seq.); 

(16) The Cave Protection Act, as amended ( 525 ILCS 5/1 et seq.); 

(17) Any regulations, proclamations or ordinances adopted pursuant to any code or act 
named in this Rule 50l(c); 

(18) Ordinances adopted pursuant to the Counties Code for the acquisition of prope1iy for 
parks or recreational areas (55 ILCS 5/5-1005(18)); 

(19) The Recreational Trails of Illinois Act, as amended (20 ILCS 862/1 et seq.); 

(20) The Herptiles-Herps Act, as amended (510 ILCS 68/1-1 et seq.). 

(d) Reserved. Driver's License. A current driver's license or temporary visitor's driver's 
license iss-ued by the Secretary of State of Illinois-:-However, restricted driving permits, monitofi.ng 
device driving permits, ins4fuction permi-t-s;~l3-atie-nary licenses or teniper-a:I)' licenses isstied 
under-~Illinois Vehtefe Code, as-atnended (625 ILCS 5/6 100 et seq.),sl½al-l-net-be 
accepted in lieu of or-ifl,-addition to bail amounts established in R-0le 526. 

(e) Unit of Local Government. Any county, municipality, township, special district, or unit 
designated as a unit of local government by law. 

(f) Traffic Offense. 
(1) Any case which charges a violation of any statute, ordinance or regulation relating to 

the operation or use of motor vehicles, the use of streets and highways by pedestrians or the 
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operation of any other wheeled or tracked vehicle. Traffic cases are classified as follows: 

(i) "Major Traffic Offense" means a traffic offense under the Toll Highway Act (605 
ILCS 10/1 et seq.), Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/1-100 et seq.), or a similar provision 
of a local ordinance other than a petty offense or business offense that is punishable by a 
term of imprisonment of less than one year. 

(ii) "Minor Traffic Offense" means a petty offense or business offense under the Toll 
Highway Act ( 605 ILCS 10/1 et seq.), Child Passenger Protection Act ( 625 ILCS 
25/1 et seq.), Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/1-100 et seq.), or a similar provision of a 
local ordinance. 

(2) A traffic offense does not include a case in which a ticket was served by "tie-on," 
"hang-on," or "appended" methods and cases charging violations of: 

(i) Article I of chapter 4 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as amended (anti-theft laws) (625 
ILCS 5/4-100 et seq.); 

(ii) Any charge punishable upon conviction by imprisonment in the penitentiary; 

(iii) "Jay-walking" ordinances of any unit of local government; 

(iv)Any conservation offense (see Rule 501(c)). 

(g) Notice to appear. An option allowing release by a written request issued by a peace officer 
that a person appear before a court at a stated time and place (725 ILCS 5/107-l(c)}.P-fom.ise-to 
Gmnply. An option allo\ving release-f:rom custody without bail following arrests-Bft view for petty 
tfa..ffic offenses, sulaject to the terms of the Uniform Ci:l:ation and Complaint (see 6&-I-b-C-8-:-~ 

~ 
(h) IndividWH-Bond. Bonds authorized without security for persons-£.rrested for or charged 

with offenses covered by Rules 526, 527 and 528 '<Vho are unable to secure-fef€ft5e-frem-eustody 
under these rules (see Rule 5 5 ~ 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended January 31, 1972, effective March 1, 1972; 
amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counties other than Cook, effective 
July 1, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective January 15, 1982; 
amended April 27, 1984, effective July 1, 1984; amended March 27, 1985, effective May 1, 
1985; amended June 26, 1987, effective August 1, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective 
August 1, 1989; amended December 7, 1990, effective January 1, 1991; amended June 12, 
1992, effective July 1, 1992; amended May 24, 1995, effective January 1, 1996; amended 
September 30, 2002, effective immediately; amended June 11, 2009, effective immediately; 
amended August 6, 2010, effective September 15, 2010; amended Dec. 12, 2013, eff. Jan. 1, 
2014; amended June 11, 2014, eff July 1, 2014; amended December 30, 2014, eff. Jan. 1, 
2015; amended Oct. 15, 2015, eff. immediately; amended Dec. 29, 2017, eff. Jan. 1, 2018; 
amended Dec. 10, 2018, eff. Jan. 1, 2019; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July 1, 2019.;_amended 
Feb. 6, 2020, eff Mar. 1, 2020; amended June 9, 2020, eff. July 1, 2020; amended Oct. 27, 
2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 
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Repealed Rule 503 

Rule 503.Reserved. Multip~r These Rules 
--(a) Amotmt--&~ate. Police officers should i-efrain from issuing multiple 
ett-ations for offenses ari-s-ing--out of the-same occurrence. A person arrested and charged 1.vith more 
than one offense arising out of the same occurrence-when the bail is established for each such 
effe.R.~e 526, 527 or 5~-aH-be released from custody as follows: 

(I) If bail for each such offense is established-ey-R-t1~26, and the accused is eligibl-e-fof 
release on each chffi'g€-by-apromise to comply pursuant to section 6 308 of the Illinois Vehicle 
Code, as amended (625 ILCS 5/6 308), no court appearance shall be required if all fill€ft 
charge-s-are satisfied under Rule-42-9-:-

(2) In all other cases, the aooused shall be released-ffem custody after posting bail on the 
charge for v,hich the highest-bail is required, and, e)ccept as provided below, a court appearance 
shall be required on eaeh charge. Whether a coort-uppearance will be required for any other 
effe.R.ses charged at the same time as an offense requiring bail under Rule 526(b)( l) will be 
determi-ned without regard to such truck violations-~rate bail--s-hall be required for each 
case involving-tmck-:vtolations under Rule 526(b)(1) or similar municipal ordinances, and all 
such charges-t1-1ay be satisfied ,,vithout a court appearance, if all such charges are satisfied under 
Rule 53 l. 

(3) No court-appearooce shall be required under thi5-fl±le-wA.ere all charges are traffic 
offenses which may be satisfied without a~urt appearance under Ru-le 529, the separat~ 
reqtmaeed for all such charges do not exceed $500, and the accused has deposit~d 
bond certificate in lieu of bail. 

All such charges, whenever practicable, should be set for hearing on the same day in the same 
cB-Uft;-to be disposed-ef at the same time (see Rule 50 l (b) for definition of "Cash Bail"); 

--(b) New Bail Application of Bail and-Re-turn of Balance. After final disposition of a 
eltarge for 'Nhich bail was posted, the-e-otirt shall set new bail in a sing-le-amount to cover any 
concurrent charges-whteh-m-ay--e continued for-further-hearing at a future date. The-clerk may 
apply any cash or security originally posted as bail t013ayment of any fine, penalties, assessments, 
and costs du~targe-fe-r-which bail 1.vas originaHy posted or any other charge disposeEi-ef 
at-the same time, but shall return any remaining balance to the accused and shall not-retaitHhe 
balance to-apply, in whole Ol" in part, to any nev,1 bail set by the court, without the consent of the 
accused. 

Amended-effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counttes 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, efftl€ttv-e 
January 15, 1982; amen-ded April 27, 1984, effective July l, 1984; amended .June 26, 1987, ef..fecti..vtl 
August l, 1987; arnended June 19, 1989, effective August l, 1989; amefl:ded December 7, 1990, 
effective January 1, 1991; amended June 12, 1992, effective July 1, 1992; amended September 30, 
2002, effective immediately; amended June l l, 2009, effective immediately; amended August 6, 2010, 
effective September 15, 2010; amended December 30, 2014, eff. Jan. l, 2015; amended Dec. 29, 2017, 
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eff. Jan. l, 2018; amended June 8, 2018, eff--.J.uly l, 2018; amended Qec. 10, 2018, eff. Jan. 1, 2019; 
amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July l, 2019; amen<lee~f. immediat$ 

Amended Rule 504 

Rule 504. Appearance Date 
The date set by the arresting ofiicer or the clerk of the circuit court for an accused's first 

appearance in court shall be not less than 14 days but within 60 days after the date of the arrest, 
whenever practicable. It is the policy of this court that, if the arresting agency has been exempted 
from the requirements of Rule 505, an accused who appears and pleads "not guilty" to an alleged 
traffic or conservation offense punishable by fine only should be granted a trial on the merits on 
the appearance date or, if the accused demands a trial by jury, within a reasonable time thereafter. 
A failure to appear on the first appearance date by an arresting officer from a Rule 505 exempted 
agency shall, in and of itself, not normally be considered good cause for a continuance. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April l, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, 1982; amended November 21, 1988, effective December I, 1988; amended June 19, 1989, 
effective August 1, 1989; amended May 24, 1995, effective Janua1y 1, 1996; amended Oct. 27, 2022, 
eff. Jan. l, 2023. 

Committee Comments 
(January 1, 2023) 

The 14 to 60 days referenced in Rule 504 encompasses the 21-day scheduling requirement, as 
well as up to 39 additional days for rescheduling. 

Section 109-1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/109-1) states as follows: 

"(a-1) Law enforcement shall issue a citation in lieu of custodial arrest, upon proper 
identification, for those accused of traffic and Class B and C criminal misdemeanor 
offenses, or of pettv and business offenses, who pose no obvious threat to the community 
or any person, or who have no obvious medical or mental health issues that pose a risk to 
their own safety. Those released on citation shall be scheduled into court within 21 days. 

(a-3) A person arrested with or without a warrant for an offense for which pretrial 
release may not be denied may, except as otherwise provided in this Code, be released by 
the ofiicer without appearing before a judge. The releasing officer shall issue the person a 
summons to appear within 21 days. A presumption in favor of pretrial release shall be 
applied by an arresting officer in the exercise of his or her discretion under this Section." 
(Emphasis added.) 

Amended Rule 505 
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Rule 505. Notice to Accused 
When issuing a Uniform Citation and Complaint, a conservation complaint or a Notice to 

Appear in lieu of either, the ofiicer shall also issue a written notice to the accused in substantially 
the following form: 

A VOID MULTIPLE COURT APPEARANCES 

If you intend to plead "not guilty" to this charge, or if, in addition, you intend to demand a 
trial by jury, so notify the clerk of the court at least 10 days ( excluding Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays) before the day set for your appearance. A new appearance date will be set, and 
arrangements will be made to have the arresting officer present on that new date. Failure to 
notify the clerk of either your intention to plead "not guilty" or your intention to demand a jury 
trial may result in your having to return to court, if you plead "not guilty" on the date originally 
set for your court appearance. 

Upon timely receipt of notice that the accused intends to plead "not guilty," the clerk shall set 
a new appearance date not less than 7 days nor more than 60 days after the original appearance 
date set by the arresting officer or the clerk of the circuit court, and notify all parties of the new 
date and the time for appearance. If the accused demands a trial by jury, the trial shall be scheduled 
within a reasonable period. In order to invoke the right to a speedy trial, the accused if not in 
custody must file an appropriate, separate demand, as provided in section 103-5 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure of 1963, as amended (725 ILCS 5/103-5). The proper prosecuting attorney 
shall be served with such separate written demand for speedy trial. If the accused fails to notify 
the clerk as provided above, the arresting officer's failure to appear on the date originally set for 
appearance may be considered good cause for a continuance. Any state agency or any unit of local 
government desiring to be exempt from the requirements of this Rule 505 may apply to the 

· Conference of Chief Circuit Judges for an exemption. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April I, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, effective July 1, 1984; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
August I, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1, 1989; amended May 24, 1995, effective 
January 1, 1996; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. l, 2023. 

Committee Comments 
(January 1, 2023) 

The 7 to 60 days referenced in Rule 505 encompasses the 21-day scheduling requirement, as 
well as up to 39 additional days for rescheduling. 

Section 109-1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/109-1) states as follows: 

"(a-1) Law enforcement shall issue a citation in lieu of custodial arrest, upon proper 
identification, for those accused of traffic and Class B and C criminal misdemeanor 
offenses, or of petty and business offenses, who pose no obvious threat to the community 
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or any person, or who have no obvious medical or mental health issues that pose a risk to 
their own safety. Those released on citation shall be scheduled into court within 21 days. 

(a-3) A person arrested with or without a warrant for an offense for which pretrial 
release may not be denied may, except as otherwise provided in this Code, be released by 
the officer without appearing before a judge. The releasing officer shall issue the person a 
summons to appear within 21 days. A presumption in favor of pretrial release shall be 
applied by an arresting officer in the exercise of his or her discretion under this Section." 
(Emphasis added.) 

Repealed Rule 526 

Rules 506-282-§. Reserved. 

Part B. Reserved. Bail Schedules 

Rule 526. Reserved. Bail Schedule Traffic Offenses 
(a) 81¼H-in Minor Traffic Offenses. Unless released on a promise to comply and except as 

provided in paragraphs (b) and (d) of this- rule a pefSOO arrested for a mifl:or traffic offefl:.s.e--afl:-d 
personally served by-ilie--arre~ation ana-Gemplairrt shall post-e-ai+-irl-the 
amEH'ffiHEiual to the Schedule 12 assessment, as provided in section +§...@--ef-the Criminal ana 
Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 13§/1§ 60~ne of the following ·.vays: (1)---ey-posting cash 
bail (see Rule SOl (b) for defmi-ti-en of "Cash Bail"); or (2) by depositing, in lieu ofstIB-h-mttffiffi{, 
a-n--approved bond certificate; or (3) by depositing, in lieu of such amount, a current Illinois driver's 
H-eetl:S€-: 
-(&) Bail in Certain Truck Offenses. 

( l) Persons charged with a violation of section 3 401 (d) or 1 S 111 of the Illinois Vehicle 
Ge4e,as amendea (truck ovenveight) (625 ILCS 5/3 40l(d) or 5/15 111), charged v!'ith a 
violation of section 15 11 lfej-of the Illinois Vehicle Cede, as amended (gross weight)-(~ 
ILCS 5/15 112-(-ej-), or charged-with a violation punishable-by fine pursuant to sections lS 
113 .1, 15 113 .2 er 15 113 .3 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as amended-(permit moves) (625 
ILCS 5/IS 113.l et seq.), unless released on-a-promise to comply, shall post cash bail in-an 
amount equal to4e amount of the minimum fine fi*ed by statute, plus an amourrt equal-t-e--t:he 
Schedule l O.S assessment, as provided in section 15 S2 of the Criminal and Traffic Assessment 
A-et-(+GS ILCS 13S/l~~Hse~le 50l(b) for definition of "Cash Bail"). The accused may, 
ifl.lieu of cash bai~osit a money order issued by a money transfer service company whieh 
has been approved by the Aaministrative Director under regulation-s-i-s-Stled by this court. The 
money order shall be made payable to the clerk of-4:he circuit cou1i of the county in ·which the 
-¥i€rlation occurred. When the bail fur any offense hereunder does not exceed $500, the accused 
may, at hi~er option, deposit a truck bend certificate in lieu of bail. 

(2) Persons charged with ,,,iolating set,'-tIBn l 5 l l 2(g) of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as 
amended, by refusing to stop and submit a v-ehicle and load to weighing after being dire-cted-t:o 
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do so by an officer, or with violatiflg-section 15 l l 2(g) by removing all or part of the load prior 
tO-Wei-ghi-H.g-sha:ll post bail in the amoont of $2,000 (625 l.bCS 5/15 1 l 2(g)). 

--(e,.._) Bail in Major Trnffie Offenses. Except as provided in paragraph (e) of this rule, persons 
eharged with a major--t-ra4:Iie-offense shall post bail in the amount of $2,500 \Vith the exception of 
the follovling violations: 

ILCS 

fl-) 625 ILCS 5/11 50-l-

(2) 625 ILCS 5/11 506 

-Qeseription- -Batt 

Misdemeanor Driving Under Influenceo-f -$-;;-000 
Ateohol or Drugs or with 0.08 or more 
Blood or Breath Alcohol Concentration 

Street Racing- $3,000 

(d) Bail-m--Other-+Fllft'.ie-Offenses (Vehide Title & Registration Law). Except as provided 
in paragraph (e) ofthis rule, rersons charged with violations of the following sections ohhe Illinois 
Vehicle Code shall post bail in the amount sreeified: 

ILC8 Description Bail 

(1) 625 ILCS 5,l~ 

(2) 625--11:-iCS-5/3 708 
Operating Without lnsHftH¼ce $2,000 

Qreroting \Vhen Registration$3,000 
Suspended for Non insurance 

(e) Driver's Lieense in Lieu of or in Addition to Bail. i\n accused who has a valid Illtne-i-s 
driver's license may-eeposit his or her driver's license in lieu of the b~d in Rule 526(c). 
In lieu of posting-the-c-a5fr-al11ount specified in subparagraphs (1) and (2)-o.f Rule 526(c) or 
subraragraph (2) of Rule 526(d), an accused must post $1,000 bail and his or her current IllinotS 
driver's license. Persons-who do not possess a valid Illinois driver's license shall post bail in the 
~eeified in Rule 526(c) or 526(d). 

~affie Offenses Defined by Ordinanee. Bail for traffi<>offenses definea--b~ 
ordinances of any unit of local government which are similar to those described in this Rule➔.2-6 

shall be the same amou1'H:S--as provided for in thi-s--ru:le-: 

Amended effecti,,e October 7, 197(¾-amended January 31, 1972, effective March I, 1972; amended 
February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counties other than Cook, effective July 1, 1977, in Cook 
GetHltyt-amettded September 29, 1978, effective November I, 1978; amended September 20, 1979, 
effecti\1e October 15, 1979; atrtended Decemb~ective Jammry 15, 1982; amended April 
27, 1984, effective luly I, 1984; amended March 27, 1985, effective May 1, 1985; amended June 26, 
1987, effective August 1, I 987; amende4-June l 9, 1989, effective August I, 1989; amended January 
11, 1990, effectiYe immediately; amended December 7, 1990, effective January I, 1991; ameAded June 
12, 1992, effecfr•,1e July I, 1992; amended September 27, 1993, effective October I, 1993; amended 
April 11, 2000, effective immediately; amended September 30,-2-002, effective immediately: amended 
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f>erem-1:)er 5, 2003, effective immediately; amended May 30, 2008, effective immediately; amendee 
Jttne 11, 2009, effective immediately; amended June 3, 20 l 0, effective September I 5, 201-0;--amended 
December 7, 2011, effective immediately;-afnended Dec. 12, 2013, eff. Jan. I, 2014; amended 
December 30, 2014, eff. Jan. I, 2015; amended Dec. 10, 2018, eff. Jan. I, 2019; ameooed-Mar. 8, 2019, 
eff. July 1, 2019; amended Feb. 6, 2020, eff. Mar. l, 2020; amended June 9, 2020, eff. July I, 20~ 

Repealed Rule 527 

Rule 527. Reserved. Btti-1-Scheclule Con-seffft-tion Offenses 
----fat-Get~ept as provided in paragraph (b) of this Rule 527, a person arrested for -a 
conservation offense classi:fied as petty, tffi:Stness, Class B misdemeanor, or Class C misdemeaner 
and-personally served by the arresting officer with a conservation compl-ai-nt shall post cash bail i-n 
the amount equal to the Schedule l l assessment as provided in section 15 5 5 of the Criminal and 
Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15 55) (see Rule 501 (b) for definition of "Cash Bail"). 

(b) Bail for Cla-ss-A-M-isd-emeanors. Persons arrested for any conservation offense classified 
as a Class A misdemeanor and personally served by the arresting officer with a conservation 
€0ffifrtatnt-5hall post bail in the amount of $2,500, with the exception of the following violations: 

ILC8 Description Bail 

625 ILCS 45/5 16(A) Operating a Motorboat Under the Influence of.Alcohol or $3,000 

----------•·rugs 
6--b25,.,......JLHC-S-""44H-I0!f-"/5'1-•-+71(141ai+J---1O,...,.perating Snowmobile Under the Influence of Alcohel-0:F--$-3~,·000 

Drugs 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended January 3 l, 1972, effective March 1, 1972; amentl-ed 
February 17, 1977, effective April I, 1977, in counties other than Cook, effective July l, 1977-, in Cook 
County; amended December 22, 1981, effective January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, effective 
July I, 1984; amended March 27, 1985, effective May 1, 1985; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
AttgttSt-+, 1987; amended June 19, 1989,-effective August 1, 1989; amended June 12, 1992, effective 
July l, 1992; amended September 30, 2002, effective immediately; amended December 6, 2006-, 
effective immediately; amended June l l, 2009, effective im-medtately: amended June 3,201.0, effective 
September IS, 2010; amended Dee-:-1-2-, 20!3, eff. Jan. l, 2014; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. foly I, 
2-0-}.9-; 

Repealed Rule 528 

Rule 528. Reserved. Bail Schedule Ordinance Offenses, Petty Offenses, Business Offenses 
and Certain Misdemeanors 

(a) Offenses Punishable by Fine Only. Bail for a petty,--business, or 
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nontraffic/noneonservation offenses, including ordinance violations, punishable only by a fine 
shall be $100. 

--fb) Certain Othef Offenses. Except as provided in paragraph (c1 of this R-0le 528, bail-f-Bf--aflY 
other offenses, including violation of any ordinanc-e-of any uHit of loeal--govemmeHt (other thaH 
traffic or conservation offenses) punishable by fine or imprisonment in a penal institu~ 
than the penitentiary, or both, shall be $100. 

(e) Domestie Violenee Offenses. No bail is established under these rules as provided in section 
~-ede-ef Criminal Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/110 15) for the offense of domestic 
eattery (720 ILCS 5/l2 3.21, a violation of an order of protection (720 ILCS 5/12 30), or any 
StmH-af-Violation of a local ordinance. Bail for these &ffenses shall be set-e-y--the court pursuant to 
statute:-

Amended effecti11e Gctober 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective Aprill, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, l 981, effecti,1e 
January 15, 1982; amended J.trne 12, 1992, effective July I, 1992; amended March 19, 1997, effective 
April 15, 1997; amended Gctober 22, 1999, effective December I, 1999; amended June- 3, 2010, 
effective September-l-S;-2010; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July 1, 20 l 9_;_amended Feb. 6, 2020, ef.h 
Mar. l, 2020. 

Amended Rule 529 

Part C. Fines, Penalties and Costs 10°/4 Deposit Statute 

Rule 529. Written Pleas of Guilty in Minor Traffic Offenses 
(a) Minor Traffic Offenses. All minor traffic offenses, except those rcqumng a court 

appearance under Rule 551 and those that may be satisfied under Rule 531 involving offenses set 
out in R-0le 526(b)(B, may be satisfied without a court appearance by a written plea of guilty, 
including electronic pleas as authorized by the Supreme Court, and payment of an amount equal 
to the Schedule 12 assessment, as provided in section 15-60 of the Criminal and Traffic 
Assessment Act (705 ILCS 13 5/15-60). If the defendant fails to satisfy the charges and fails to 
appear at the date set for appearance, the court shall address the charges in accordance with Rule 
556. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this Rule 529, no other fines, fees, penalties, 
assessments, or costs shall be assessed in any case which is disposed of on a written plea of guilty 
without a court appearance under this Rule 529. 

(a 1) Multiple Citati0ns-ls-sued. Per the Act, only one scheduled assessn1ent shall be applied 
regardle9S-ef-the-flumber of citations issued and prosecuted together;-+-he-scheaule applicable to 
the highest classified offense shall be imposed. Where two or more offenses of the same clas::;--are 
prosecuted together, the higher assessment shall be impe5e4 

(b) Supervision on Written Pleas of Guilty. In counties designated by the Conference of 
Chief Circuit Judges, the circuit court may by rule or order authorize the entry of an order of 
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supervision under section 5-6-3. l of the Unified Code of Corrections (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3.1 ), for a 
minor traffic offense satisfied pursuant to paragraph (a) of this Rule 529. This provision does not 
apply where multiple offenses are charged arising out of the same oeeurrenee. Such circuit court 
rule or order may include but does not require a program by which the accused, upon payment of 
an amount equal to the Schedule 12 assessment, as provided in section 15-60 of the Criminal and 
Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15-60), agrees to attend and successfully complete a traffic 
safety program approved by the court under standards set by the Conference. The accused shall be 
responsible for payment of any traffic safety program fees. If the accused fails to file a certificate 
of successful completion on or before the termination date of the supervision order, the supervision 
shall be summarily revoked and conviction entered. A traffic safety program provider may be 
authorized to file a certificate of completion on behalf of the accused; however, it is the 
responsibility of the accused to ensure that the certificate is timely filed. Any county designated 
by the Conference pursuant to this rule may opt-out of this rule upon notification to the Conference 
by the chief judge of the circuit and rescinding any rule or order entered to establish supervision 
on written pleas of guilty. 

( c) The provisions of Supreme Court Rule 402 relating to pleas of guilty do not apply in cases 
where a defendant enters a guilty plea under this rule. The clerk of the circuit court shall disburse 
the monies collected under this Rule 529 in accordance with the Schedule 12 assessment, as 
provided in section 15-60 of the Criminal and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15-60). 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, I 977, effective April I, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended September 20, 1979, effective 
October 15, 1979; amended December 22, 1981, effective January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, 
effective July I, 1984; amended March 27, l 985, effective May l, 1985; amended June 26, 1987, 
effective August 1, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1, 1989; amended December 20, 
1991, effective January l, 1992; amended June 12, 1992, effective July 1, 1992; amended January 20, 
1993, effective immediately; amended May 24, 1995, effective January 1, 1996; amended April 1, 
1998, effective immediately; amended March 16, 2001, effective immediately; amended December 5, 
2003, effective January I, 2004; amended August 6, 2010, effective September 15, 201 O; amended 
December 7, 2011, effective immediately; amended Dec. 29, 2017, eff. Jan. 1, 2018; amended Mar. 8, 
2019, eff. July 1, 2019; amended Dec. 9, 2020, eff. Jan. l, 2021; amended July 20, 2021, eff. 
immediately; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. l, 2023. 

Committee Comments 

(January 1, 2023) 

Committee comments below are retained to memorialize the hist01y of Rule 529 for reference. 

(December 5, 2003) 

Under present Supreme Court Rule 529 (Fines, Penalties and Costs on Written Pleas of Guilty 
in Minor Traffic and Conservation Offenses), cash bail is distributed on pleas of guilty, where a 
court appearance is not required, by deducting applicable costs, including clerk's fees (705 ILCS 
105/27/la, 27.2 or 27.2a, as the case may be), Automation Fee (705 ILCS 105/27.3a), Document 
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Storage Fee (705 ILCS 105/27.3c) and Fee to Finance the Court System (55 ILCS 5/5-110). The 
balance is then distributed by the clerk to the Traffic and Criminal Conviction Surcharge (TCCS) 
and LEADS Maintenance Fund (730 ILCS 5/5-9-l(c)), Driver's Education Fund (Driver's Ed) 
( 625 ILCS 5/16-104a), Violent Crime Assistance Fund (VCV A) (725 ILCS 240/1 0(b)) (VCV A is 
not assessed in speeding violation cases), Trauma Center Fund (625 ILCS 5/16-104(b)), if 
applicable, and the entity entitled to receive the fine. 

The proposed amendments to Rules 529(a) and 529(b) would exclude electronic pleas and 
eliminate itemized distribution by the clerk of the funds noted above and, instead, after first 
deducting the Automation Fee and Document Storage Fee, distribute the bail for traffic offenses 
along the present line of section 27.6 of the Clerk's of Court Act (705 ILCS 105/27.6) in the 
following percentages: 44.5% to the entity entitled to receive the fine, 38.675% to the county's 
general fund, and 16.825% to the state Treasurer. Under Rule 529(b ), since conservation offenses 
are not included under section 27.6, bail would be distributed as follows: 67% to the entity entitled 
to receive the fine, 16.175% to the county's general fund, and 16.825% to the state Treasurer, 
which is similar to the current disbursal of these amounts. 

The $5 Fee to Finance the Court System (55 ILCS 5/5-1101) is distributed to the county's 
general fund under the present rule on an itemized basis, and would be included in the 38.675% 
disbursed to the county's general fund under proposed amended Rule 529(a). 

The Comi Security Fee (55 ILCS 5/5-1103) is not included either in present Rule 529, or the 
proposed amendment, since the statute requires a court appearance by the violator before the 
assessment of this fee. 

By way of background, the percentage distribution formula under 705 ILCS 105/27.6 became 
effective on January 1, 1993, and has been adopted for the assessment offB fines, fees, costs and 
forfeitures in 10 counties throughout the state, including Cook County, for violations of the 
Vehicle Code. 

Supreme Court Rule 526 (Bail Schedules-Traffic Offenses), Rule 52 7 (Bail Schedule
Conservation Offenses) and Rule 529 (Fines, Penalties and Costs on Written Pleas of Guilty in 
Minor Traffic and Conservation Offenses), among others, were amended on June 12, 1992, 
effective July 1, 1992, increasing bail in minor traffic cases from $50 to $75 and from $75 to $95 
since the amount of fines received by the municipalities was being reduced by legislative "add
ons." 

The committee does not believe Supreme Court Rule 529, in its present form, provides 
adequate direction to the circuit clerks in the distribution of funds under this rule. For instance, a 
problem arises in the calculation of the TCCS/LEADS Fund which requires the comi to assess an 
additional penalty of $5 for each $40, or fraction thereof, of fine imposed, and the Driver's Ed 
Fund and VCV A, which requires the court to assess an additional penalty of $4 for each $40, or 
fraction thereof, of fine imposed. This, by necessity, involves the use of a multiplier. To arrive at 
the multiplier, the clerk must divide the fine by 40 when a fine plus costs is assessed, or follow the 
method prescribed under 730 ILCS 5/5-9-l(c) (TCCS/LEADS Maintenance Fund), 725 ILCS 
240/1 0(b) (VCV A) and 625 ILCS 5/16-104a (Driver's Ed) when the court levies "a gross amount 
for fine, costs, fees and penalties." The committee concluded that an assessment under Rule 529 
was not a "levy of a gross amount." 

-12-



Under the current rule, the fine is represented as the "balance of the bail," and is the amount 
remaining after deducting various costs and fees. Therefore, since the com1 has not assessed a 
specific fine, the clerk has no exact amount to divide by 40 and is left to reach his or her own 
conclusion as the correct multiplier. In certain instances if the clerk computes these additional 
penalties with a multiplier of 1, it results in a fine which is greater that $40; if a multiple of 2 is 
used, it results in a fine of less than $40. 

Chief Justice Benjamin K. Miller, in the Supreme Court's Annual Report to the Legislature 
dated January 31, 1991, discussed the "plethora of user fees and surcharges enacted by the General 
Assembly," then concluded that "[t]he complexity of the structure of various charges is such that 
they are not uniform, and are confusing. It has been impossible for the court system to apply the 
charge in a consistent and coherent manner." 

The Article V Committee agrees, and in order to enhance uniformity and consistency 
throughout the state in the disbursement of fines, costs, penalties and forfeitures under Rule 529, 
it recommends a percentage disbursal of funds upon pleas of guilty in traffic and conservation 
cases which are satisfied without a court appearance by the violator. The committee believes this 
disbursal, which would be made monthly to all entities, would be fair to all concerned, increase 
the efficiency of the clerks, and substantially reduce the possibility of error. 

As an example of the continuing dilemma facing the circuit clerks, Public Act 93-32, effective 
June 20, 2003, directs that an "additional penalty offe $4.00 shall be assessed by the court imposing 
a fine (upon a plea or finding of guilty in all traffic, criminal, conservation and local ordinance 
cases)." The funds are to be remitted by the circuit clerk to the state Treasurer and deposited in the 
Traffic and Criminal Surcharge Fund. The committee concluded the additional penalty under this 
act could not be collected or distributed und Rules 529 and 556 since the total amount of bail was 
already exhausted by other fines, fees and costs and the act itself provides that the additional 
penalty "shall not reduce or affect the distribution of any other fine, costs, fees and penalties." The 
committee felt the only way to obtain the funds required under Public Act 93-32 would be: (1) 
order the offender to appear in court for the assessment of the $4 additional penalty, or (2) increase 
the amount of bail under Rule 526. It considered the first option to be counterproductive. As to the 
second option, the committee noted Justice Heiple's dissent when bail was increased under Rule 
526 in 1992. In his dissent, he stated, "[W]hile the original purpose of enacting and enforcing 
highway traffic laws was public safety, this purpose has, in substantial measure, given way to the 
purpose of earning bounty revenues of government. Any bail figure, to the extent it exceeds the 
amount necessary to insure the presence of the defendant in court, in a misuse and abuse of the 
bail process." The committee, after discussion, is not recommending the increase of bail under 
Rules 526 and 527. 

The committee was also concerned about the 10 counties which distribute gross fines and costs 
pursuant to 705 ILCS 105/27.6, since this distribution would include money collected by the circuit 
clerk as a result of forfeiture of bonds, ex parte judgments or guilty pleas pursuant to Rule 529. 
Public Act 93-32 directs the court to assess an additional penalty; section 27.6 provides that "(f) 
or offenses subject to this section, judges shall impose one total sum of money payable for 
violations. The circuit clerk may add on no additional amounts except for amounts that are required 
by Sections 27.3a and 27.3c of this Act." The inconsistency between the two acts places the circuit 
clerks in a quandary, particularly in those counties operating under section 27.6. 
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The committee has recommended the circuit clerks be given a clear and definite direction 
concerning distribution of funds under this rule and believes the proposed amendment would 
provide that direction. 

Amended Rule 530 

Rule 530. Written Pleas of Guilty in Conservation Offenses 
(a) Conservation Offenses. Conservation offenses, as defined in section 1-5 of the Criminal 

and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 13 5/1-5)-; classified as petty, business, class B 
misdemeanor, or Class C misdemeanor and that do not require a court appearance under Rule 551, 
fer which cash bail is required under Rule 527(a), may be satisfied without a court appearance by 
a written plea of guilty, including electronic pleas as authorized by the Supreme Court, and 
payment of an amount equal to the Schedule 11 assessment, as provided in section 15-55 of the 
Criminal and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15-55). If the defendant fails to satisfy the 
charges and fails to appear at the court appearance, the court shall address the charges in 
accordance with Rule 556. No other fines, fees, penalties, assessments, or costs shall be assessed 
in any case that is disposed of on a written plea of guilty without a court appearance under this 
Rule 530. 

(a 1) Multiple (;itations Issued. Per the Act, only one scheduled assessment shall be ~d 
regardless of the number of citations issued and prosecuted together. The schedt!:le applicable to 
the highest classified offense shall be imposed. \\There two or more offenses of the same class are 
proOOCBted together, the higher assessment shall be imposed. 

(b) The provisions of Supreme Court Rule 402 relating to pleas of guilty do not apply in cases 
where a defendant enters a guilty plea under this Rule 530. The clerk of the circuit court shall 
disburse monies collected under this Rule 530 in accordance with the Schedule 11 assessment, as 
provided in section 15-55 of the Criminal and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15-55). 

Adopted Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July I, 2019; amended Dec. 9, 2020, eff. Jan. I, 2021; amended July 20, 
2021, eff. immediately; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 

Amended Rule 531 

Rule 531. Written Pleas of Guilty in Overweight and Permit Offenses 
(a) Overweight and Permit Offenses. A charge for violating section 3-40l(d), 15-111, or 

offenses punishable by fine pursuant to sections 15-113 .1, 15-113 .2, or 15-113.3 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code (truck overweight and permit moves) (625 ILCS 5/3-401(d), 15-111, 15-113.1 
through 15-113.3), or similar municipal ordinances may be satisfied without a court appearance 
by a written plea of guilty and payment of the minimum fine fixed by statute, plus an amount equal 
to the Schedule 10.5 assessment, as provided in section 15-52 of the Criminal and Traffic 
Assessment Act (705 ILCS 13 5/15-52). If the defendant fails to satisfy the charges and fails to 
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appear at the court appearance, the court shall address the charges in accordance with Rule 556. 
No other fines, penalties, assessments, or costs shall be assessed in any case that is disposed of on 
a written plea of guilty without a court appearance under this Rule 531. 

(a 1) Multiple Citatiem-I-s-s-u.ed. Per the Act, only one scheduled assessmeflt-sh.all he applied 
regardless of the number-ef-e+tatiBns issued and prosecuted together. The schedule applicable to 
the highest classified offense shall he imposed. Where hvo or more offenses of the same class are 
prosecuted together, the higher assessme:Rt shall be imposed. 

(b) The provisions of Supreme Court Rule 402 relating to pleas of guilty do not apply in cases 
where a defendant enters a guilty plea under this Rule 531. The clerk of the circuit court shall 
disburse the fines collected under this Rule 531 in accordance with Sections 15-113 and 16-105 of 
the Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/15-113, 16-105) and shall disburse the assessments collected under 
this Rule 531 in accordance with the Schedule 10.5 assessment, as provided in section 15-52 of 
the Criminal and Trame Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/15-52). 

Adopted Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July I, 2019; amended Dec. 9, 2020, eff. Jan. I, 2021; amended July 20, 
2021, eff. immediately; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. l, 2023. 

Repealed Rule 532 

Rule 532. Reserved. ApplieabiJit,, of 10% Cash Depo9it Statute 
The 10%--e-asft-aeposit provistet1 of section-l--1-0--'.7 of the Code of-Gf.iminal Proce4¼re--ef-l-9-w, 

as amended (725 Il,C8 5/110 7), applies in e·very case in which the amount of bail under these 
rules is ~00 or more, except those eases involving truck violatieftS-tmder Rule 526(h)(l) or 
similar municipal ordinances. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, I 977, ifl counties 
other than Cook, effective July 1, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
Januar;' 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, effeetive July l, 1984; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
August I, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effecti1,re August I, 1989; amended June 12, 1992, effective 
July I, 1992; amended September 30, 2002., effective immediately; amended June 3, 20 IO, effective 
September 15, 2010; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July 1, 2019. 

Rules 532~-50 Reserved 

Amended Rule 551 

Rule 551. Traffic and Conservation Offenses for Which a Court Appearance is Required 
A court appearance, either in person or remote, including by telephone or video conference, is 

required for: 

(a) All alleged major traffic offenses of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as amended (625 ILCS 5/1-
100 et seq.). 
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(b) All alleged violations of the following specified sections: 

ILCS Description 

625 ILCS 5/3-707 Operating Without Insurance 

625 ILCS 5/3-708 Operating When Registration 
Suspended for Noninsurance 

625 ILCS 5/6-101 No Valid Driver's License 

625 ILCS 5/6-104 Violation of Classification 

625 ILCS 5/6-113 Operating m Violation of Restricted 
License or Permit 

625 ILCS 5/l 1-1414(a) Passed School Bus-Loading or 
Unloading 

625 ILCS 5/15- l 12(g) Refusal to stop and submit vehicle 
and load to weighing after being 
directed to do so by an officer, or 
removal of load prior to weighing 

625 ILCS 5/15-301(i) Violation of Excess Size or Weight 
Permit 

( c) All alleged violations of the Child Passenger Protection Act, as amended ( 625 ILCS 25/1 
et seq.). 

(d) Any traffic offense thatwhi.oo results in a crash an accident causing the death of any person 
or injury to any person other than the accused. 

(e) Class A Gfonservation offenses identifie<lin subparagraph (b) of Rule 527, or offenses for 
which civil penalties are required under section 20-35 of the Fish and Aquatic Life Code, as 
amended (515 ILCS 5/20-35), or section 3.5 of the Wildlife Code, as amended (520 ILCS 5/3.5). 

(f) Offenses arising from multiple charges~ as prnvided in Rule 503. 

(g) Violation of any ordinance of any unit of local government defining offenses comparable 
to those specified in subparagraphs (a), (b ), ( c ), ( d).,_ and (h) of this Rule 551. 

(h) Any minor traffic offense where the statutory minimum fine is greater than $95, except 
those offenses involving truck violations pursuant tollftdef Rule 53 l(a) ~)fl-) or similar 
municipal ordinances. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July 1, 1977, in Cook County; amended September 20, 1979, effective 
October 15, 1979; amended December 22, 1981, effective January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, 
effective July I, 1984; amended March 27, 1985, effective May 1, 1985; amended June 26, 1987, 
effective August 1, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1, 1989; amended December 7, 
1990, effective January 1, 1991; amended June 12, 1992, effective July 1, 1992; amended May 24, 
1995, effective January I, 1996; amended March 26, 1996, effective May l, 1996; amended September 
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30, 2002, effective immediately; amended August 6, 20 I 0, effective September 15, 201 O; amended 
Dec. 12,2013, eff. Jan. I, 2014; amended Mar. 8, 20 I 9, eff. July 1, 2019; amended Sept. 29, 2021, eff. 
Oct. I, 2021; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 

Amended Rule 552 

Rule 552. Uniform Tickets-Processing 
Uniform Citation and Complaint forms and conservation complaints shall be in forms which 

may, from time to time, be approved by the Conference of Chief Circuit Judges and filed with this 
court. The uniform forms shall be adapted for use by municipalities. 

The arresting officer shall complete the form or ticket and, within 48 hours after the arrest, 
shall transmit the portions entitled "Complaint" and, where appropriate, "Disposition Report" 
and/or "Repo1i of Conviction," either in person, by mail, or electronically where authorized by the 
Supreme Court, to the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which the violation occurred.-Baeh 
Uniform Citation and Complaint form and conservation complaint shall upon receipt by the cler-k 
be assigned a separate ~, chronologically, excluding multiple citations issued to the 
same accused for more than one offense arising out of the same occurrence (see Rule 503(a)). ea€-h 
~-be assigned a single ease number contaiflH'tg-mt1lttp-~ts when more tltan--eBe 
citation is issued arising out-o.f..the same occurrence. A final disposition shall be evidence of the 
judgment in the case. Upon final disposition of each case, the clerk shall execute a Disposition 
Report and promptly forward it to the law enforcement agency that issued the ticket. On a plea or 
finding of guilty in any traffic case, the clerk shall also execute a Rep01t of Conviction, if and as 
applicable, and such other reports as required by section 6-204 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as 
amended (625 ILCS 5/6-204) and promptly forward same to the Secretary of State. This rule does 
not prohibit the use of electronic or mechanical systems of record keeping, transmitting or 
reporting. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July 1, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, effective July 1, 1984; amended March 27, 1985, effective 
May 1, 1985; amended June 26, 1987, effective August 1, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective 
August 1, 1989; amended September 30, 2002, effective immediately; amended Dec. 29, 2017, eff. Jan. 
I, 2018; amended Sept. 29, 2021, eff. Jan. l, 2022; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. I, 2023. 

Repealed Rule 553 

Rule 553. Reserved. Posting Bail or Bond 
(a) By Whom and Where Taken. The several circuit clerks, deputy circuit clerks and law 

enforcemeB:t--officers designate~ by the chief judge of the circuit are authorized 
to let to bail any person arrested for or charged with an offense covered by Rules 526, 527 aoo 
~-signation by the chiefjudge of the circuit, bail may be taken in accordance \Vith this 
arti€-le in any county, municipal or other building housing governmental units, police station, 
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sheriffs office er jail, district headEft¼aFters buildi-ng-B-f-the IHinois State Police, weigh station, or 
pert-able scale unit established for enforcement of truck violations \¾nder Rule 526(b)( l) or sirni-1-ar 
mooicipal ordinances. Bail deposits by cred-i+-ear4,debit card or by any other electronic means 
may only be accepted upon the approval of the chief.judge and the circuit clerk's ability to accept 
such deposits. Individual bonds under paragraph (d) of this rule may additionally be taken as 
designated by the chief judge of the circuit.. 

--(-b) Copy of BOBd-Reeeipt for Cash Bail. A copy of the bond or an official receipt showing 
the amooflt-of cash bail posted, specifying the time-and-place of court appearance, shal-1-be 
furnished to the accused and-shall constitute a receipt for bail. The bond or cash bail, or both, shall 
be-Ele-livered to, deposited with, or otherwise transmitted to the office of the circ\¾it clerk of the 
co\¾nty in which the violation occurred within 4 8 ho\¾rs of receipt or vvithin-the time set for the 
accused's appearance in court, whichever is earlier (see Rule 501 (b) for definition of "Cash Bail"). 
E-ach-Elelive1)', deposit, or transmission shall--i-dentify the Complaint(s) associated ·.vitl-1-the--amounts 
delivered, deposited, or otherwise transmitted. 

(e) Driver's Lieeme--eF-Bmi-d--tertifieate. If an accused deposits a dri1i1er's license with the 
afreSt-ing officer in lieu of bail or in addition to bail,or deposits a bond certificate, the arresting 
officer shall note that fact on the accused's copy of the-ticket and transmit the-dfi.v.er..:.s license or 
bond certificate to the clerk 1Nithin the time provided in paragraph (b) of this rule. 

--(d-)-kttli-vtd-U:al-Bond. Persens--anested for or charged with an offense covered by Rules 526, 
527 and 528 who are unable to secure release from custody under these rules may be released by 
gi1vring individual bond (in the amount required by this article) by those law enforcement officers 
designated by nan1e or office by the chief judge of the circuit, except when the accused-i-s-(+) 
unable or unwil:ltng to establish his or her identity or submit to being fingerprinted as required by 
law, (2) is~ · · - · ·ffifffisonment and will pose a danger to any 
person Of the community, Of (3) elects release on separate bail \¾nder Rule 503(a)(3). Persons 
reEJUired to deposit both bail and driver's license under Rule 526(e) may be released on $1,000 
~,idual bond and his or her current Illinois driver's license. If authorized by the chief judge of 
the circuit, individual bonds under this paragraph (d) may be executed by signing the citation or 
c-omplrum-agreeing to comply with its con-dit-iens, except that 1,vhen the individual-bond is for a 
petty traffic offense, no signature shall be required. Court approved electronic signatmes are 
allovf"ed. 

--(-ej-A:lterneth1e Procedure in Minor Cases Counties Other Than Cook. In any case, 
excluding citations written by local law enforcement in Cook County, in which the bail or bond 
specified--ey-Rule 526, 527 or 528 does not exceed $300 in United States curreney,-an accused-flet 
required to be fingerprinted may post bond by giving the United States-eHJ.'fency to the s1,vom law 
enforcement officer. The officer shall provide the accused with a copy of the citation duly noted 
with the amount of the United States cmTef1:CY-Pes-ted--a-s-ben-d:-The-ac-eused-shaH then be released 
from custody. In such eases, the officer will deliver the-appropriate pmiions(s) of the ticket along 
wi-th the United States currency as bondts}-te the cler-k-ef the circ\¾it comi er a designated building 
approved by the issuing law enforcement agency and approved by the receiving la1iv enforcement 
agency before the end of his or her current tour~~ 
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Amended effecti,,e October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April I, 1977, in counties 
other thaR-Gook, effective July l,+977, in Cook County; amended October 17, 1979, effective 
~r 15, 1979; amended December 22, 1981, effectiYe January 15, 1982; amended June 26, 1987, 
effective August l, 1987; amended December 7, 1990, effective January l, 1991; amended June 12, 
1992, effective July l, 1992; amended May 24, 1995, effective January 1, 1996; amended June 11, 
2009, effective immediately; amended August 6, 2010, effective September 15, 2010; amended 
December 7, 2011, effective immediately; amended Dec. 29, 2017, eff. Jan. 1, 2018; amended Dee-40, 
2018, eff. Jan. I, 2419; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July I, 2019; amended July 20, 2021, eff. 
immediately. 

Repealed Rule 554 

Rule 554. Reserved. Substitution of Cash Bail 
(a) Not sooner than l O court days after arrest and not later than 3 court days before the date set 

fur appearance in court, an accused who deposited his or her driver's license or a bond certift€-ate 
in lieu of cash bail, or who was released on Notice to Appear, promise to comply, or individual 
bend under Rule 553(~Fe€B-¥et=-etther-hi.~ond certificate or fu1iher secure 
hf.s...e.r-:heH-elease by substituting-sash- bail in the amount required ~h-the clerk of 
fue.-e.i~he-eeooty in which the violatiefl-occurred; provided, however, that no dri¥ef2.s 
license required to be deposited under subparagraph~)-ef Rule 526 may be recovered under this 
ru~e clerk may waive the time lirB-i-t-s-speeified by this rule. 

----flJt-I-n-all cases in whieh a court app-earance is noHet)tltred-t,mder Rule 551, an accused who 
des-H:es-to-s-atisfy the charge(s) but is unwilling to plead guilty-may-stlbs-ti-tute-t-"'i¼Sfl bail for ea{.,"fl 
offense under paragraph (a) of this rt¼le-;-in such event, if the accused does not appear on the date 
seH-er-appearance, or UH)' date to which the case may be continued, it shall be presumed he has 
consented to the entry ofan exparlejudgment on each effeflse (see Rule 556). 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April l, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Coo~etooeF 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, 1982; amendetl--A-pril 27, 1984, effective July I, 1984; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
August I, 1987; amended August 21, 1996, effective immediately; amended Mar. 8, 20 I 9, eff. July I, 
~ 

Amended Rule 555 

Rule 555. Reguirements for Written Plea of Guilty:Retufning Beil or Documents 
(a) Court Appe1uanee. A defendant who personally appears in court on -the-Elate on 11,vhich his 

or her case is finally disposed-of shall,1:t~f any fines-, penalties, assessments, and 
costs v,rhich may-be-assessed against him-or-her upon a plea or finding of guilty, or as a condition 
of an order of supervision under section 5 6 3 .1 of the Unified Code of Corrections, as amended 
(730 ILCS 5/5 6 3.1), recover unless otherwise provided by law his or her driver's license (unless 
revoked or suspended) or the bond certificate deposited by him or her. Cash bail, or any balance 
due the defendant, s~fu~~ndant by the clerk as soon as practicable after the 
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disposition of the charges:-

(b) Written Plea of Guilty. In any case that can be disposed of on a written plea of guilty 
without a court appearance under Rules 529, 530, or 531 including multiple citations issued in the 
same occurrence, the defendant may submit his or her written plea of guilty and pay the prescribed 
fines, penalties, assessments, and costs to the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which the 
violation occurred not earlier than 10 court days after arrest, and not later than 3 court days before 
the date set for appearance, unless the clerk waives these time limits. If cash bail~ 
clerk shall apply the amount necessary to pay prescribed fines, penalties, assessments, and costs. 
If.a-El river's license or bond certificate was deposited or if a promise to comply or notice to appear 
was-issued, the full amount of the prescribed fines, penalties, assessments, and costs must be-paid 
to the clerk and accompanied by the written plea of guilty. Upon-receiving a written plea of guilty 
and paymen~ll, unless otherwise provided by law, return the driver's license 
or-bo~rtificate to the defendant. A written plea of guilty may be mailed to the clerk of the 
circuit court of the county in which the violation occurred. A plea of guilty may be transmitted 
electronically, if authorized by the Supreme Court. If.the plea is accompanied by the full amount 
of the prescribed fines, penalties, assessment-s,and-oost-s-, the clerk shall mail to the defendant-atty 
driver's license or bood certificate deposited in lieu of bail. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April 1, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, l 982; amended April 27, 1984, effective July 1, 1984; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
August I, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective August I, 1989; amended September 30, 2002, 
effective immediately; amended Dec. 29, 2017, eff. Jan. 1, 20 I 8; amended June 8, 2018, eff. July l, 
20 I 8; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July 1, 2019; amended Oct. 2 7, 2022, eff. Jan. I, 2023. 

Amended Rule 556 

Rule 556. Procedure if Defendant Fails to Appear or Satisfy Charge 
(a) Court Appearance Not Required. 

(1) If a person accused of an offense that does not require a court appearance under Rule 
551 does not satisfy the charge pursuant to Rules 529, 530, or 531 or does not appear on the 
date set for appearance, or any date to which the case may be continued, the court may enter 
an ex parte judgment of conviction imposing a single assessment, specified in the applicable 
assessment Schedule 10, 10.5, or 11 for the charged offense, as provided in the Criminal and 
Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/1 et seq.), plus the minimum fine allowed by statute. 
If the defendant submits payment for an offense under Rule 529, 530, or 531 but fails to execute 
the required plea of guilty, the court may enter an ex parte judgment against the defendant but 
may elect to impose only the assessment applicable under Rule 529,530,531 (i.e., Scheau-1:e 
~- Payment received for fines, penalties, assessments, and costs assessed following the entry 
of an ex parte judgment shall be disbursed by the clerk pursuant to the schedule assessed under 
the Criminal and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 135/1 et seq.) and any other applicable 
statute. The clerk of the court shall notify the Secretary of State of the conviction pursuant to 
Rule 552. 
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(2) In lieu of the foregoing procedure, if a person accused ofan offense that does not require 
a court appeaFance under Rule 551 does not satisfy the charge pursuant to Rules 529, 530, or 
.§31 or does not appear on the date set for appearance, or any date to which the case may be 
wruinued, the eeurt may enter an order declaring bail, if any, to be forfeited, and the court 
shall continue the case for a minimum of 30 days. The clerk shall send notice of the court's 
order to the defendan+-aH1is-o-HteF-tast known address. If the defendant-d~ 
continued court date or, wi~hat period, satist~, the court that -fli.s-.e.r her appearaflCe-t5 
i-m-possible and •Nithout any fault on his or her pa-rt,the court shall enter an oraer-for failure to 
appear to ans'Ner the charge:-lfl-Uddition to forfeiture, a verifiea charge may be filed (if none 
has previously been filed), and a-sHmmons or warrant of .arrest for the defenaant may be issued. 
Within 21 days after the date to 1,vhich the case has been continued for a traffic offense, the 
e±efk...shal.l-otify the Secretary of State of the court's order of failure to appear. The Secretary 
of State shall, in the case of an Illinois licensed driver who has depositea his 01~ 

license, imn1:ediarely suspend the defendant's driving privileges in accordance with section-6-
308 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as amended (625 ILCS 5/6 308); if the defendant is not an 
Illinois licensed driver or resident,the Secretary of State shall notify the appropriate driver's 
lteensing authority. Th.€-€lerk of the circuit court shall notify the-8ecretary of State of the final 
disposition of the case as provided in Rule 552 when the-defendant has appeared ana othenvise 
satisfie~i-s-ef-.her-ool-i-gations following an order for failure to appear. 

ill~ In all cases in which a court appearance is not required under Rule 5 51, the defendant 
shall be provided with a statement, in substantially the following form, on the "Complaint"~-er-on 
the-bond form: 

"If you do not satisfy the charge against you prior to the elate set for appearance or if you 
fail to appear in court when required, you consent to the entry of a judgment against you in the 
amount of all applicable fines, penalties, assessments, and costs."; cash bail-er-ether sec-urtty 

· · pplied toward payment." 

(b) Court Appeerenee Required. 
( 1) If a person accused of an offense punishable by fine only that requires a court 

appearance under Rule 5 51 does not appear on the date set for appearance or any date to which 
the case may be continued, the court ma.y;-wtth-oon€rrence of the prosecuting agency, enter 
an ex parte judgment of conviction imposing a single assessment, specified in the applicable 
assessment Schedule 9, 10, 10.5, 1 Lor 13 for the charged offense as provided in the Criminal 
ana Traffic t\ssessment Act (705 ILCS 13 5/ 1 et seq.), plus the minimum fine allowed by 
statute. Payment received for fines, penalties, assessments, and costs assessed-following the 
entry:-"Bf an exp~~tsbursed by the clerk pursuant to the disbursement of 
tl1:e-Sehedule assessed under the Criminal and Traffic Assessment Act (705 ILCS 13 51-et 
seq.) and any other applieable--s-tatute. The clerk of the court shall notify the Secretary of State 
of the colWietion pursuant to Rllle 55~ 

(2) For offenses punishable by a term of imprisonment of less than one year, and--m:-tieu-of 
the foregoing procedure for offenses punishable by fine only that require a court appearance 
Uflder Rule 551, if a-defendant fails to appear on the date set for appearance, or any date to 
which the case may be continued, and a court appearance is required, the-ceurt may enter an 
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er-EleH!eelaring the bail to be forfeited and shall continue the ease fur a minimum of 30 days. 
The clerk shall send notice of the court's order to the defendant at his or hel'-ktst known address. 
If the aeeused-dees not appear-eH---the continued court date or, within that period, satisf)' the 
eourt that his or her appearance is impossible and without any fault-en his or her pmi, the court 
shall 

(i) enter judgment in accordance with sections 110 7 or 110 8 of.#:i:e Gode of Criminal 
P-roeedme of 196;,as amended ('725 ILGS 5/110 7, 110 8). In addition to forfeiture, a 
¥erified charge may be filed and a summons or 1,varrant of arrest may issue or 

(ii) enter an order for failure to appear to answer the charge. Upon an entry of an Order 
for Failure to Appear for a traffic offense, within 21 days after-the-4\te to which the-ease 
had been continued, the clerk shall notify the Seeretary--of-S.tate of the court's order. The 
Secretary of State shall, in the ease of an Illinois licensed driver who has deposited his or 
her-driver's license, immediately suspend the defendant's driving privileges inaccordance 
with section 6 308 of the IHinois Vehicle Gode, as amended (625 ILGS 5/6 308); if the 
defendant is not an Illinois licensed driver or resident, the Secretary of State shall notify 
the appropriate driver's licensing-a-ut-hor-ity:-The clerk of comi shaH notify the Secretary of 
State of the final disposition as provided in Rule 552 when the-defe.Rdant has appeared and 
e-thenvise satis:ttee--his or her obligation following an order for failure to appear:-

(b) Court appearance required. 

The following statement(s) shall appear on the charging document in the event a warrant or 
ex parte judgment is sought by the prosecuting entity: 

(1) A statement that an ex parte judgment may be entered for offenses punishable by fine 
only in the event the person fails to appear in court or answer the charge made on the date set 
for the defendant's court appearance or any date to which the case is continued. The statement 
must also contain the specific amount of any ex parte judgment. 

(2) A statement that an arrest warrant may issue if the defendant fails to appear at any 
hearing. 

(3) A statement that a violator may be tried and sentenced in absentia for offenses 
punishable by a term of imprisonment of less than one year and a judgment entered on the 
charge. 

Amended effective October 7, 1970; amended February 17, 1977, effective April I, 1977, in counties 
other than Cook, effective July I, 1977, in Cook County; amended December 22, 1981, effective 
January 15, 1982; amended April 27, 1984, effective July I, 1984; amended June 26, 1987, effective 
August I, 1987; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1, 1989; amended December 7, 1990, 
effective January I, 199 I; amended May 24, 1995, effective January 1, 1996; amended October 22, 
1999, effective December I, 1999; amended December 5, 2003, effective January 1, 2004; amended 
December 30, 2014, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; amended June 8, 2018, eff. July 1, 2018; amended Dec. I 0, 2018, 
eff. Jan. I, 2019; amended Mar. 8, 2019, eff. July 1, 2019; amended June 9, 2020, eff. July I, 2020; 
amended July 20, 2021, eff. July I, 2021, nuncpro tune; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. 1,2023. 

Committee Comments 

-22-



(January 1, 2023) 
Committee comments below are retained to memorialize the history of Rule 556 for reference. 

(December 10, 2018) 
Effective January l, 2019, Rule 501 (g) no longer requires that a promise to comply be written. 

(June 8, 2018) 
"For a fine only offense where the minimum statutory fine is greater than the cash bail amount, 

the fines, penalties, and costs assessed shall be equal to the minimum statutory fine in whole 
dollars" language was added to eliminate conflicts between bail amounts that are not equal to 
minimum statutory fines; if a prosecuting agency agrees to an ex parte judgment, defendants are 
being assessed widely differing fine amounts. For example, violations of operating without 
insurance ( 625 ILCS 5/3-707) require bail of $2000 under Rule 526( d). However, the statute states 
"a person shall be required to pay a fine in excess of $500, but not more than $1,000." Defendants 
were being assessed fines in various amounts, and in some cases, defendants that did not appear 
in court and the court entered an ex parte judgment paid a lower fine than a defendant that appeared 
in court as required by the Rule. A variety of fine amounts were being assessed, such as: a fine of 
$200 (10% of the bail amount), a fine of $500.01 or $501 under statute, a fine of $1000 under 
statute, or a fine of $2,000-the full bail amount under Rule 526(d). These amendments are meant 
to eliminate varying fine amounts being assessed to defendants. When the minimum statutory fine 
is "in excess of' or "more than" a specified amount, the court should assess the fine to the next 
whole dollar amount. 

(December 5, 2003) 

Supreme Court Rule 556 ("Procedure if Defendant Fails to Appear") delineates several 
procedures if the defendant fails to appear after depositing a driver's license in lieu of bond, 
executes a written promise to comply, posts bond or issued a notice to appear. 

The rule provided that the court may "enter an ex parte judgment of conviction against any 
accused charged with an offense punishable by a fine only and in so doing shall assess fines, 
penalties and costs in an amount not to exceed the cash bail required by this article." Rule 556 
does not detail the specific costs and penalties, or their amounts, in the entry of ex parte judgments. 
The clerk is then left with deciding which costs, fees and additional penalties (and their amounts) 
should be applied. This is currently being determined on a county by county basis. 

The committee concluded that distribution under Rule 556 was not a "levy of a gross amount." 
See Rule 529, Committee Comments. 

The committee believes that consistency and uniformity in disbursing funds from ex parte 
judgments was of the utmost importance in the efficient administration of justice and recommends 
that the fines, penalties, and costs assessed be equal to bail, and the distribution of those amounts 
should be pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 529(a). The State's Attorney fee, if any, would be 
included within the county's 38.675% distribution. 

Amended Rule 570 

-23-



Rule 570. Applicability 
Rules 570 through 579 are applicable to the prosecution, through the judicial system, of 

violations of ordinances passed pursuant to section 5-1113 of the Counties Code (55 ILCS 5/5-
1113), section 1-2-1 of the Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-2-1), and section 11-1301 of the 
Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/11-1301) or home rule authority for which the penalty does not 
include the possibility of a jail term. These rules shall not apply to administrative adjudications. 
These rules shall not apply to traffic or conservation offenses as defined in Rule 501. 

Adopted December 7, 2011, effective immediately; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 

Committee Comment 

(December 7, 2011) 

Rules 570 through 579 apply to the prosecution of ordinance violations not punishable by a 
jail term and other than traffic and conservation offenses. These rules also apply to parking 
offenses. Violations of ordinances punishable by a jail term are to be prosecuted in accordance 
with the rules of criminal procedure. 65 ILCS 5/1-2-1.1. Nothing in these rules is intended to limit 
the ability to proceed through an administrative process or other alternative methods of resolving 
ordinance violations. 

Rule 570 establishes the applicability of the ordinance violation prosecutions which are 
prosecuted through the judicial system to ordinances passed pursuant to the Counties Code (55 
ILCS 5/5-1113 (ordinance and rules to execute powers; limitations on punishments)), the Illinois 
Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-3-1 (ordinances and rules; fines or penalties; limitations on 
punishment)), and home rule authority where the penalty does not include jail time. 

Rule 570 would exclude from these rules ordinance violations heard by the administrative 
adjudication process. 

Amended Rule 572 

Rule 572. Form of Charging Document. 
(a) A prosecution for an ordinance violation for which the penalty does not include the 

possibility of a jail term may be initiated by a charging document such as a Notice to Appear, 
Uniform Citation and Complaint Form, Ticket, or Complaint that meets the requirements set forth 
in Rules 10 and 552. or combinat~ If initiated by uniform citation approved bv the 
Conference of Chief Circuit Judges, the uniform citation The charging document shall be signed 
by an-attemey representing the-p-l-aintiff,er-ey-a tl1~peace officer or a code enforcement officer 
authorized by the plaintiff to sign the charging document, which shall be processed as provided in 
Rule 552. Any other form of +he charging document shall be signed by the prosecuting attorney 
and be verified as provided in section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure (735 ILCS 5/1-109). 
Such charging document or combination of documents shall contain at least the following: 
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1. The name of the prosecuting entity; 

2. The name of the defendant and his or her address, if known; 

3. The nature of the offense and a reference to the relevant ordinance; 

4. A statement whether the defendant is required to appear in court and, if so, the date, 
time and place of appearance; 

5. If applicable, the steps the defendant can take to avoid an otherwise required 
appearance; and 

6. A statement that the defendant may demand a jury trial by filing a jury demand and 
paying a jury demand fee when entering his or her appearance, plea, answer to the charge, or 
other responsive pleading. 

(b) The following statement(s) shall also appear on the charging document or combination of 
documents listed in (a) above in the event a warrant or default judgment will be sought by the 
prosecuting entity: 

1. A statement that a default judgment may be entered in the event the person fails to 
appear in court or answer the charge made on the date set for the defendant's court appearance 
or any date to which the case is continued. The statement must also contain the specific amount 
of any default judgment. 

2. A statement that an arrest warrant may issue if the defendant fails to appear at any 
hearing. 

(c) Multiple Violations. Multiple violations of automobile parking offenses may be contained 
in a single count. Violations of the same offense occurring on different days, or violations of 
ordinances which carry a per day fine, may be stated in one count even though each violation or 
day upon which a violation occurs carries a separate fine. Such separate violations and fines must 
be clearly stated. 

( d) Prayer for Relief. It shall be sufficient for the prosecuting entity to generally pray for a 
penalty range between the minimum and maximum penalties authorized by the corporate 
authorities of the prosecuting entity. 

(e) Amendments. The charging document may be amended at any time, before or after 
judgment, to conform the pleadings to the proofs on just and reasonable terms. However, the 
amount of any default judgment appearing on the charging document under Rule 572(b) may not 
be amended after the entry of such judgment, without notice to defendant. 

Adopted December 7, 2011, effective immediately; amended Oct. 27, 2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 

Committee Comment 

(December 7, 2011) 

Many prosecuting entities have created hybrid complaints that serve both as notice to appear 
and the charging document itself, similar to a traffic citation. Since an ordinance violation 
prosecution incorporates aspects of both criminal and civil procedures, the more general term 
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"charging document" phrase is used. 

(a) Rule 572 is intended to provide flexibility in the initiation of an ordinance violation 
prosecution. 

The Municipal Code states that "the first process shall be a summons or a warrant." 65 ILCS 
5/1-2-9. 

Many prosecuting entities, however, begin with a "Notice to Appear" which is provided for in 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 725 ILCS 5/1 07-12: (a) Whenever a peace officer is authorized 
to arrest a person without a warrant he may instead issue to such a person a notice to appear*** 
(c) Upon failure of the person to appear a summons or warrant of arrest may issue." A notice to 
appear "is a means by which a person may be brought before the court without the inconvenience 
of immediate arrest * * *. Such a notice may be issued whenever a peace officer has probable cause 
to make a warrantless arrest." People v. Warren, 173 Ill. 2d 348, 357 (1996). 

The purpose of this rule is to continue to allow prosecuting entities to utilize the most efficient 
means of initiating ordinance violation proceedings. "Notices to Appear" are an appropriate and 
reasonable means of informing defendants of charges against them and are similar to citations 
issued in traffic cases. 

This does not prohibit a prosecuting entity from obtaining an arrest warrant based upon 
probable cause, as authorized in section 1-2-9 of the Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-2-9). 

This rule also makes it clear that an attorney need not sign the charging document in every 
case. This is especially important where the process is initiated by a nonattorney such as a police 
ofiicer or code enforcement officer. 

(b) This section provides for issuance of default judgments or warrants upon a failure to appear. 

(c) This is intended to minimize paperwork and codify the decision in Village of Oak Park v. 
Flanagan, 35 Ill. App. 3d 6 (1st Dist. 1975). The Village of Oak Park case involved prosecution 
for multiple parking tickets in which the court held that a computer printout was sufficient to 
comply with the requirements of pleading for ordinance violations. Note, however, this rule is not 
meant to contravene the one act, one crime rule identified in Village o.f Sugar Grove v. James Rich, 
347 Ill. App. 3d 689 (1st Dist. 2004). 

( d) Section 2-604 of the Code of Civil Procedure requires a "specific" prayer for relief. 73 5 
ILCS 5/2-604. This paragraph is intended to make it clear that a prayer for a penalty within the 
penalty range authorized by the ordinance is sufficiently specific to advise the defendant of the 
maximum penalty to which they are exposed. 

( e) Section 2-616( a) of the Code of Civil Procedure specifically permits amendments to civil 
pleadings at various times. 735 ILCS 5/2-616(a). The purpose is to avoid minor errors in the 
charging document being a cause of a finding of not guilty when a violation has been proved by 
the requisite proof. The last sentence enforces the requirement of Rule 572(b) that if the 
prosecuting entity will seek a default judgment, it must state the specific amount in the charging 
document or combination of documents served upon the defendant. 

Rule 585. Applicability 
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Rules 585 through 590 are applicable to civil law violations, pursuant to section 4(a) of the 
Cannabis Control Act (720 ILCS 550/4 (a)). 

Adopted Sept. 1, 2016, eff. immediately; amended June 9, 2020, eff. July 1, 2020; amended Oct. 27, 
2022, eff. Jan. 1, 2023. 

Committee Comments 
(January 1, 2023) 

Committee comments below are retained to memorialize the history of Rule 585 for reference. 

(Revised June 9, 2020) 

Rules 585 through 590 apply to civil law violations pursuant to section 4(a) of the Cannabis 
Control Act (720 ILCS 550/4 (a)), which are punishable by a fine only. Nothing in these rules is 
intended to limit the ability to proceed through an administrative process or other alternative 
methods of resolving ordinance violations for similar offenses. 

Rules 503 and 5 51, regarding multiple charges under these rules, do not apply to Civil Law 
Violations or if a citation is written in conjunction with another violation. 

Rule 585 excludes from these rules ordinance violations heard by the administrative 
adjudication process. 

Amended Rule 589 

Rule 589. Uniform Civil Law Citations-Processing 
Uniform Civil Law Citation forms shall be in a form, which may from time to time be approved 

by the Conference of Chief Circuit Judges and filed with this court. The unifonn form shall be 
adapted for use by municipalities. The law enforcement officer shall complete the form or citation 
and, within 48 hours after the issuance, shall transmit the portions entitled "Complaint" and 
"Disposition Report," either in person or by mail, to the clerk of the circuit court of the county in 
which the violation occurred. Each Uniform Civil Law Citation form shall, upon receipt by the 
clerk, be assigned a separate case number, numbered chronologically~, excluding multiple citatiefl.s 
issued to the same a-ccused for more than one violation arising out of the same oceuffence. Each 
aee-used shall be assigned a single ease number containing multiple counts 1t1i1hen mme than one 
citation is is~sing-oHt-of the same oc-euH~ A final disposition noted on the reverse side 
of the "Complaint" shall be evidence of the judgment in the case. Upon final disposition of each 
case, the clerk shall execute the "Disposition Report" and promptly forward it to the law 
enforcement agency that issued the citation. This rule does not prohibit the use of electronic or 
mechanical systems of record keeping, transmitting, or repo1iing. 

Adopted Sept. I, 2016, eff. immediately; amended Sept. 29, 2021, eff. Jan. 1, 2022; amended Oct. 27, 
2022, eff. Jan. I, 2023. 
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