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Supreme Court of Illinois
November 30, 2022

SUPREME COURT AMENDS RULE
ON REMOTE COURT APPEARANCES

Chief Justice Mary Jane Theis and the Illinois Supreme Court announced today amendments to
Rule 45 which provide guidelines for future remote appearances in circuit court proceedings.

“The COVID-19 pandemic changed the way our courts operate and remote proceedings are here
to stay. This amended rule provides guidance to our courts and a measure of uniformity across
the state,” Chief Justice Theis said. “I would like to thank the members of the Remote
Proceedings Task Force of the Illinois Judicial Conference for their hard work on this important
issue.”

These amendments follow the Illinois Supreme Court’s Court Technology Modernization
Initiative that has distributed over $13 million in grant funding to nearly 100 county courts
statewide to modernize and update courthouse technology. The initiative is continuing in 2023.

Rule 45, previously called “Participation in Civil or Criminal Proceedings by Telephone or Video
Conferences,” will now be titled “Remote Appearances in Circuit Court Proceedings” and the
amended rule delineates:

e Which types of court proceedings must automatically offer case participants the option to
appear remotely so that the participant may choose whether to appear in person or by
video or phone without requesting approval from the court.

e Which types of court proceedings require approval of the judge presiding over the matter
for a remote appearance.

“In proposing the amendments to Rule 45, the task force sought to assure the continued and
uniform use of remote appearances. But we also recognized the need to preserve flexibility and
judicial discretion as to the manner cases proceed.” said First District Appellate Court Justice
Mary K. Rochford, chair of the task force. “We believe the amended rule strikes the right
balance.”

Accordingly, the amended rule has two provisions for courts to require in person appearances for
case types or case proceedings where the option to appear remotely is automatic. The first is to
allow a judge presiding over a case to require a participant to appear in-person for reasons
particular to the specific case. The second provision allows the Chief Judge of a circuit by local
rule to exempt a particular type of case or a particular type of proceeding from the automatic



option to appear remotely where necessary. These exceptions are intended for narrow and limited
use.

The amended rule also contains general provisions, including the requirement that all circuits
adopt local rules which implement the amended rule, that all summonses and notices shall
include information about the option to appear remotely and that each circuit share information
plainly and clearly with the public about appearing remotely.

The amendments are effective January 1, 2023, but circuits have 90 days from that date to file
their local rules with the Administrative Office. A model local rule is in development to assist
the circuits in meeting the 90-day deadline. Other Illinois Supreme Court Rules are being
evaluated for consistency with amended Rule 45 and will be updated accordingly.

The Illinois Supreme Court Rules can be found here:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/SupremeCourt/Rules/default.asp

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Illinois Supreme Court adopted in May 2020
Supreme Court Rule 45, amended Rule 241, and adopted the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on
Remote Court Appearances in Civil Proceedings to allow and encourage the broad use of remote
court appearances.

The amendments to Rule 45 were drafted by the Remote Proceedings Task Force of the Illinois
Judicial Conference. The task force, created earlier this year, is composed of circuit judges, trial
court administrators, circuit clerks, and practicing attorneys. You can learn more about the
Illinois Judicial Conference here.

(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Chris Bonjean, Communications Director to the
Illinois Supreme Court at 312.793.2323 or cbonjean@illinoiscourts.gov.)


http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/SupremeCourt/Rules/default.asp
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/resources/982351e2-6b82-4bc3-aa7c-9b3efaa1a4c4/file
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/illinois-judicial-conference/

