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Supreme Court of Illinois

February 14, 2022

JUSTICE P. SCOTT NEVILLE, JR. REMINDS LAWYERS ABOUT THE
PROCESS HE WILL USE TO RECOMMEND JUDGES FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY AND
THE ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT - FIRST DISTRICT

Illinois Supreme Court Justice P. Scott Neville, Jr. has announced that he will use the Alliance of
Bar Associations' as his committee to evaluate candidates for vacancies on the Circuit Court of
Cook County and First District Appellate Court.

To be eligible for consideration for appointment to the circuit court, the candidate must be
a lawyer in good standing, licensed to practice law in Illinois for 12 years, and a resident of
Cook County.

To be eligible for consideration for appointment to the First District Appellate Court, the
candidate must be a lawyer in good standing, licensed to practice law in Illinois for 15 years,
and a resident of Cook County.

Under the Illinois Constitution, judicial vacancies are filled on an interim basis by Supreme Court
appointment. See I1l. Const. Art. VI, § 12(c). Justice Neville will make a recommendation to the
Supreme Court to fill a vacancy (1) after the candidate has undergone a screening and evaluation
by the Alliance of Bar Associations, and (2) after Justice Neville has considered the findings made
by the Cook County Circuit Court’s Screening Committee. If there are several outstanding
candidates for a vacancy, Justice Neville may have his own committee review the findings and
recommendations made by the Alliance of Bar Associations and the Cook County Circuit Court’s
Screening Committee, and they will make a recommendation to Justice Neville.

All candidates for judgeships must have an evaluation from each bar association in the Alliance
and the evaluation must have been issued by the Alliance within the last six years in order to be
considered for a vacancy. If the candidate does not have an evaluation from each member of the
Alliance within the last six years, the candidate should file an application and go through the
Associate Judge application process. Finally, if there has been a change in a candidate’s status

1 The members of the Alliance of Bar Associations are as follows: (1) Arab American Bar Association (AABAR), (2)
Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Chicago Area (AABA), (3) Black Women Lawyers’ Association of
Greater Chicago (BWLA), (4) Chicago Council of Lawyers (CCL), (5) Cook County Bar Association (CCBA), (6)
Decalogue Society of Layers (DSL), (7) Hellenic Bar Association of Illinois (HBA), (8) Hispanic Lawyers Association
of Illinois (HLAI), (9) Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA), (10) Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of Chicago
(LAGBAC), (11) Puerto Rican Bar Association of Illinois (PRBA), and (12) Women’s Bar Association of Illinois
(WBAI).



during the six years, e.g., a move to another firm, a promotion to partner, or a contempt finding,
conviction, suspension or disbarment, the candidate’s application must be supplemented and the
information must be sent to the Alliance.

An application for Associate Judge may be obtained from the Director of the Administrative Office
of the Illinois Courts (AOIC) on the form prescribed and furnished by the Director. The form and
instructions for electronically submitting an application are available on the Supreme Court’s
website by clicking here. If the candidate is unable to electronically submit an application, the
candidate must submit two (2) signed originals of the prescribed application to the Director of the
AOIC at the address listed below:

Marcia M. Meis, Director

Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
222 North LaSalle Street, 13" Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Deadlines
If filed electronically, the deadline is 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 3, 2022. If mailed or
hand delivered, the deadline is 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 3, 2022.

(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Chris Bonjean, Communications Director to the
Illinois Supreme Court at 312.793.2323 or cbonjean@illinoiscourts.gov.)


https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/judges/judicial-vacancies/associate/

