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The Alternative Dispute Resolution Coordinating Committee 
monitors and assesses both the Court-annexed mandatory 
arbitration programs and mediation programs approved by the 
Supreme Court. During the course of the Conference year, the 
Committee developed a uniform arbitrator reference manual and 
presented it to the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts 
for review and presentation to the Supreme Court. Upon review 
and appropriate consideration, the manual will be distributed to 
arbitration supervising judges and program administrators for 
use as a training tool and reference guide. The Committee also 
reviewed arbitrator services in the context of pro bono service 
as defined by the Court.  The Committee reviewed and amended 
Supreme Court rules to allow arbitrators the opportunity to waive 
compensation and accept pro bono service credit in its stead.  The 
Committee is in the process of creating a related form and plans 
to submit the proposal to the Administrative Office for review 
and consideration.  During Conference Year 2008, the Committee 
also studied child custody and visitation mediation to identify a 
mechanism for tracking statistical data, reconsidered a proposal 
to amend Supreme Court Rule 91 (Absence of a Party at Hearing), 
considered an increase to arbitration program jurisdictional dollar 
limits and its impact, examined arbitrator chair qualifications, 
reviewed the issue of attorney costs as part of an arbitration 
award, and began to develop an arbitration program participant 
satisfaction survey.

The Illinois Judicial Conference Automation and Technology 
Committee completed its analysis of video court/conference 
systems, including the effect of such systems on Supreme Court 
Rules and the impact of using video court technologies in the trial 
courts. The Committee prepared an impact statement summarizing 
its findings, including the benefits and detriments to the use of 
video court/conference systems as they relate to criminal and civil 
hearings. The Committee also reviewed the Disaster Recovery 
Guide presented to the Judicial Conference in 2006 and proposed 
no changes to the Guide at this time.  The Committee found that 
the use of video conference technologies appears to be an option of 
increasing value to the efficient administration of justice. However, 
the use of video court systems should be considered against its 
overall effects on the operation of the larger court system and 
the fundamental rights of the parties to its equal access and to 
confront witnesses. Most recently, the improvements in technology 

and the clarification of means whereby technology and civil 
rights may coexist have led court systems to, again, review video 
court/conference systems and their use in the courtroom.  The 
impact statement included recommendations to the Conference 
for new and changes to existing Supreme Court Rules relating to 
the use of video court/conference systems. The Committee also 
recommended the formation of county committees to assist with 
the implementation and ongoing use of video court/conferencing 
systems.

During the 2008 Conference Year, the Committee updated Volume 
II of the Illinois Juvenile Law Benchbook, which addresses 
juvenile court proceedings involving allegations of abuse, neglect 
and dependency.  Specifically, the Committee noted any statutory 
changes and relevant caselaw. The Committee also reported on 
the efficacy of the juvenile problem-solving courts in Cook County, 
Kane County, Peoria County and Will County.  The Committee noted 
the lack of conformity when it comes to gathering data on the 
effectiveness of specialty courts; the lack of standards for follow-
up data to measure the success of the program; and the lack of 
state-wide uniform standards to measure and collect any data in 
regards to such courts.  As a final matter, the Committee gathered 
information from each circuit court via a survey regarding their 
need for mental health evaluations and services for juveniles.  The 
survey results, which were incorporated into a chart, indicate a 
lack of mental health services available to juveniles in various 
regions of Illinois.

During the 2008 Judicial Conference year, the Study Committee 
on Complex Litigation researched the development of a forum for 
judges to disseminate information regarding the disposition of 
complex cases.  The Committee identified no significant barriers 
to the formation of a judicial discussion forum on the Internet and 
concluded that such a forum would be useful, particularly for judges 
handling complex litigation.  The Committee also studied whether 
the current methods of managing multiple parallel or overlapping 
litigation constituted a problem in the various circuits.  The 
Committee distributed a written query to the Conference of Chief 
Circuit Judges in this regard and received responses to its inquiries 
from the chief circuit judges and/or trial court administrators in 
several of the various circuits throughout the state.  The responses 
indicated that current methods of managing such litigation are 
adequate and no significant problems were identified.  As its 
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T he judicial Conference of illinois, consisting of eighty-two judges, is responsible for suggesting 
improvements in the administration of justice in Illinois. The Executive Committee, composed 
of the chief justice and fourteen members of the Judicial Conference reviews recommendations 

of the various committees and makes recommendations to the Supreme Court, resolves questions 
of committee jurisdiction, acts on behalf of the Judicial Conference between annual meetings, and 
performs other duties delegated by the Supreme Court.  The Administrative Office of the Illinois 
Courts serves as Secretary of the Conference.
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sole project/priority carried over from Conference Year 2007, 
the Committee reviewed the Civil Manual and determined that 
text should be added on the subject of construction cases.  The 
Committee anticipates that this text will be added as part of a 
comprehensive new edition of the Civil Manual - the first since 
the current 1997 edition was completed - which is anticipated 
to be commenced in Conference Year 2009.  In the interim, the 
Committee updated the Civil Manual with pertinent cases, rules 
and statutes from Conference Years 2006-2008 and issued 
these updates in electronic form in December 2008.  Last, the 
Committee reviewed the Civil Manual ADR Chapter for purposes 
of including text on declaratory judgment actions.  This text is 
anticipated to be included in the new edition of the Civil Manual, 
to be commenced in Conference Year 2009.

The Committee on Education is charged by the Supreme Court 
with developing judicial education resources which enable Illinois 
Judges to hone the knowledge and skills needed to be efficient, 
effective jurists.  In 2006, the Supreme Court promulgated 
Minimum Continuing Judicial Education (MCJE) requirements 
for all Appellate, Circuit and Associate judges and charged the 
Committee, in collaboration with the Administrative Office, to 
develop the expanded 30-hour Education Conference for 2008.  
The Conference, presented in alternate years, enables judges to 
fulfill the requirements of the new MCJE provisions.  In 2008, the 
Committee worked closely with the Administrative Office to deliver 
two sessions of the inaugural 30-hour Education Conference 
attended by 950 Illinois judges.  Education Conference 2008 was 
designed to include basic and advanced sessions, using interactive 
techniques and problem solving elements, and provide judges the 
ability to customize their curriculum to match their needs in such 
training tracks as ethics, family law, civil law and criminal law.

In order to implement the expanded curriculum, the Committee 
worked with the Administrative Office to enhance the identification, 
recruitment and preparation of judicial education faculty.  The 
Committee also completed work on five of the six core judicial 
benchbooks-Civil, DUI/Traffic, Family Law, Evidence and Domestic 
Violence in 2008.  The Criminal Law Benchbook will be published 
in 2009.  The benchbooks, organized and indexed in a manner to 
provide judges clear and concise direction on complicated matters, 
are available in electronic and hard copy formats.

Planning for the fifth biennial Advanced Judicial Academy, 
approved by the Supreme Court to be held in 2009, was aided by 
a dedicated workgroup.  The 2009 Academy, entitled “Judging in a 
Democratic Society”, will again be held at the University of Illinois 
College of Law in Champaign, Illinois.   Finally, the Committee 
planned the annual seminar series, consisting of regional and 
mini-seminars, presented the annual New Judges Seminar, and 
conducted a Faculty Development Workshop for judges serving as 
faculty for Committee programs.

During the 2008 Conference Year, the Committee concluded its 
study of e-Discovery and forwarded a report for the Supreme 
Court’s consideration.  The report discusses the current status of 
federal and state rules, caselaw and guidelines promulgated by 
various organizations regarding e-Discovery.  The report provides 
the Court with options for addressing e-Discovery issues, including 
revamping the Supreme Court Rules to incorporate the federal 
rules; amending select Supreme Court Rules to conform to the 
federal rules; and/or promulgating standards/guidelines for trial 
judges.  In 2008, the Committee also adopted in part, and rejected 
in part, a proposal to amend Supreme Court Rule 204 to create a 
new paragraph allowing an order of body attachment to issue upon 
a non-party where there has been non-compliance with a discovery 
order or subpoena.  The Committee adopted only that portion of 
the proposal permitting an order of body attachment to issue upon 
a non-party where there is proof of personal service of the rule to 
show cause or order of contempt. Finally, the Committee revised 
its proposed amendments to Supreme Court Rules 216/222 to 
address the abuses surrounding requests to admit and the impact 
of the Illinois Supreme Court’s decision in Vision Point of Sale, 
Inc. v. Haas et al., 226 Ill. 2d 334 (2007), which recognized 
the trial court’s discretion with respect to resolving requests for 
admission.  Specifically, the Committee’s proposed amendments 
limit the number of requests to be consistent with Rule 213(c) 
and require prior leave of court.

The Illinois Judicial Conference Committee on Criminal Law and 
Probation Administration undertook several significant projects 
in 2008.  Research continued on the feasibility of a criminal 
alternative dispute resolution program in Illinois including a 
presentation by an expert in the field of alternative dispute 
resolution.  The Committee also examined ways to improve court 
efficiency in the acceptance of guilty pleas.  At the request of the 
Supreme Court Rules Committee, the Committee reviewed and 
commented on a proposed rule concerning the admonishment of 
foreign nationals charged with a felony, and detained as a result, of 
their right to inform their respective consulate of their detention.  
At the request of the Supreme Court, the Committee also drafted 
a proposed rule which would provide guidance to courts on the use 
of restraints inside the courtroom.  The Committee also examined 
other issues affecting criminal law and procedure, and continued 
to discuss and monitor the impact of the United States Supreme 
Court Case of Crawford v. Washington and any of its progeny 
concerning confrontation clause issues.
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Judge M. Carol Pope
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members of the executive Committee of the illinois judicial Conference during 2008
Chief justice Thomas r. Fitzgerald, Chair                         Cynthia y. Cobbs, Secretary

Adrienne W. Albrecht, Circuit Judge, 21st Circuit
Robert L. Carter, Appellate Judge, 3rd District
Timothy C. Evans, Chief Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County
Susan Fox Gillis, Associate Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County

Robert K. Kilander, Circuit Judge, 18th Circuit
John C. Knight, Circuit Judge, 3rd Circuit

Rita M. Novak, Associate Judge, Circuit Court Cook County
Stephen H. Peters, Circuit Judge, 6th Circuit
M. Carol Pope, Appellate Judge, 4th District
Robert B. Spence, Circuit Judge, 16th Circuit
John O. Steele, Appellate Judge, 1st District
Joseph J. Urso, Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County
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