
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 9, 2015 

 

 

CHIEF JUSTICE GARMAN TO KEYNOTE DINNER HONORING 

LONGEVITY IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION 

 
Illinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Rita B. Garman will serve as keynote speaker for the 

Profession of Leadership Foundation dinner to be held on Tuesday, January 13 at 6 p.m. at the 

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield.  

 

Chief Justice Garman will give remarks at the dinner that will honor attorneys and judges who have 

practiced law for at least 50 years in the Sangamon County area. Supreme Court Justice Lloyd A. 

Karmeier will be among the 37 members of the legal profession in attendance who will be honored 

during Tuesday evening's event.  

 

James M. Lestikow, partner in the Springfield office of Hinshaw & Culbertson, LLP and president 

of the Illinois Bar Foundation, will also be a presenter during the event. Proceeds from the event 

will benefit the Illinois Bar Foundation.  

 

The Illinois Bar Foundation was founded over 50 years ago to provide aid to members of the bar, 

who, due to age or infirmity, could no longer provide for their own care. Since that time, the Illinois 

Bar Foundation has expanded its scope to include meaningful access to the justice system, 

especially for those with limited means, and to assist incapacitated lawyers who can no longer 

support themselves.  

 

In addition to Justice Karmeier and retired Supreme Court Justice Ben Miller, judges and attorneys 

to be honored include: D. Bradley Blodgett, Herman Bodewes, Don Casper; Charles Chapin, Robert 

Cohen, Michael Costello, James Craven, Edward Cunningham, Hon. James W. Day, Hon. Charles 

Evans (ret.), Verne Evans, Donald Funk, W. Joseph Gibbs, Robert Gillespie, Hugh J. Graham III, 

John G. Hayes, Carl Hoffee, Walter Kasten, George Kenney, Robert Lawley, Maureen Lober, 

Thomas Londrigan, Sr., Hon. James T. Londrigan (ret.), Richard Lott, Judge Richard Mills, Paul 

Presney, Mark Rabin, Mel Routman, Gerald Shea, Walter Simhauser, Valjean Smith, Harvey B. 

Stevens, Bruce Stratton, A.D. Van Meter, III, and Robert Walbaum. 
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Leadership Foundation Dinner 

Add One 

 

 

A nonprofit organization, the Profession of Leadership Foundation is comprised of the presidents of 

various bar associations serving the Sangamon County area and other leaders in the local legal 

community. The foundation holds this event biennially and donates its proceeds to a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to further the needs of the legal community.  

 

The event is hosted by the Sangamon County Bar Association, the Illinois Institute of Continuing 

Legal Education, the Government Bar Association, Lincoln-Douglas American Inn of Court, and 

the Central Illinois Women's Bar Association.  
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(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Joseph Tybor, director of communications to 

the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.2323 or Dawn Frison Cook, senior communications 

specialist to the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.0870) 

 


