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STATE JUDGES CONVENE IN EDUCATION CONFERENCE

CHICAGO – More than 400 judges from around the State of Illinois will convene in Chicago beginning
Wednesday, February 6, for the second biennial Education Conference. The conference is held under
the authority of the Illinois Supreme Court with planning by its administrative arm, the Administrative
Office of the Illinois Courts and the Education Committee of the Illinois Judicial Conference.

The 2 ½ day conference is part of a comprehensive Judicial Education Plan adopted by the Supreme
Court in 1998 after the Court strongly urged in a formal statement that every Illinois judge attend 15
hours of continuing judicial education annually.

The Education Conference brings together roughly half of the state’s Appellate judges and half of the
Circuit and Associate Circuit judges, and offers them a program which includes more than 20 topics in
criminal, family, civil, evidentiary and other areas of the law. The conference also features a session on
judicial ethics and conduct. The remaining half of the state’s judges will attend a similar 2 ½-day
Education Conference March 20-22 in Chicago. 

The program will feature a faculty of about 50 Illinois judges plus Professor Henry T. Greely of
Stanford University Law School who is director of the Stanford Program in Law, Science and
Technology. 

Mr. Greely will conduct a program Friday morning on “Legal Issues Raised by Cutting-Edge Science.”
He will give an expanded presentation from the Illinois Advanced Judicial Academy, (also held under
the authority of the Illinois Supreme Court) over a week-long period at the University of Illinois in
Champaign last June. He will address the legal and public policy issues associated with growing
knowledge of the human genome and related sciences of human beings.

In addition to the formal programs, the forum provides an opportunity for the state’s judges to exchange
ideas and experiences and increase collegiality with colleagues.
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“Judicial education plays an important role in not only creating a more competent judiciary but also in
increasing public confidence in our courts,” said Illinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Moses W.
Harrison II. “The presentations are important but it is also the collegiality and the opportunity to
exchange ideas with other jurists that are vitally important as well.

“Here, Illinois judges can see what their peers are doing, can hear what the members of higher or
subordinate courts are thinking and can learn from the collective experience of their colleagues on how
to face the challenges of their job with greater wisdom and efficiency.” 

Chief Justice Harrison will keynote the conference and welcome participants during a luncheon address
Wednesday.

The first statewide Education Conference was held in February 2000.


