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    JUSTICE HEIPLE AND JUDGE HOLDRIDGE TO SPEAK AT ANNUAL  

   CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

On Wednesday, December 5 the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) will welcome
retired Illinois Supreme Court Justice James D. Heiple and Appellate Court Judge William
Holdridge as featured speakers at the group’s annual Christmas Dinner.

The DAR program will be held at the Falls Banquet Center, at 300 Admiral Weinel Parkway in
Columbia.  The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with dinner being served at 6:30 p.m., and the
program to get under way around 8 p.m.

Justice Heiple and Judge Holdridge will be speaking as part of The Illinois Judicial Speakers
Bureau, a collaborative community outreach program of the Supreme Court of Illinois and the
Illinois Judges Association. The Speakers Bureau is composed of justices, judges and courtroom
personnel and was established to increase awareness of the Illinois judicial system and its role in
the community. Judges will address various community groups and will speak on virtually any
topic related to the administration of justice, but they can’t give legal advice.

Justice Heiple will focus on the history of the separation of church and state, and Judge Holdridge
will explain the history of the Illinois court system.

Justice Heiple was elected to the Circuit Court in 1970, to the Appellate Court in 1980 and then
to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1990.  He served as a Supreme Court Justice for 10 years,
retiring in December 2000. 

Justice Heiple graduated from Bradley University and received his Juris degree from the
University of Louisville School of Law. He also received a Master of Laws degree from the
University of Virginia.  He engaged in the private practice of law from 1957 to 1970.  During his
time practicing private law, with the family firm Heiple & Heiple, he also served as an Appellate
law clerk, a public defender and a Special Master in Chancery.  
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Judge Holdridge was elected Judge of the Appellate Court in the Third Judicial District in 1994. 
He has served as a Circuit Judge in the Ninth Judicial Circuit, law clerk for the Illinois Supreme
Court and the Appellate Court, and as Director of the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts.

After receiving his bachelor and master degrees from Illinois State University, Judge Holdridge
went on to gain a Juris degree from Southern Illinois University’s School of Law and a Ph.D.
from the University of Illinois. He served as a professor at the University of Illinois and Southern
Illinois University, while also engaging in the private practice of law in Peoria and Fulton
Counties.  

  (For more information: Contact Kay Theobald of the DAR at 618/939-3642 or Joseph        
         Tybor, press secretary of the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312/793-2323)      

      


