
April 12, 2001
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JUSTICE GARMAN ANNOUNCES FORMATION OF JUDICIAL
SCREENING COMMITTEE

Illinois Supreme Court Justice Rita B. Garman announced Thursday the members of a
seven-person evaluation committee to help in filling judicial vacancies in the Fourth Judicial
District.

Justice Garman established the screening committee to help assess the qualifications of
those persons who have applied for appointment to the office of Judge of the Circuit Court for
the Sixth Judicial Circuit to replace Judge James A. Hendrian who retired on December 15,
2000.

After the committee has received public input, gathered information, and interviewed
each of the applicants, it will report its findings to Justice Garman who will make a
recommendation to the Illinois Supreme Court. The Court will make the appointment. 

The person appointed will serve as a judge of the circuit court by appointment until Judge
Hendrian's successor is elected in the general election to be held in November 2002.  It is likely
that the person appointed will be a candidate for the position in that election. 
 

The screening committee consists of seven persons who reside in the Sixth Judicial
Circuit. Four of the committee members are non-lawyers and three are lawyers.  

The non-lawyer members of the committee include: Sharon Alpi, Director, Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Millikin University; Reverend Ottis L. Livingston, Pastor of Reach Prison
Ministry, Inc. and the Macon County Jail Chaplain; Julie Moore, President of the Chamber of
Commerce for Decatur and Macon Counties; Lyle Shields, farmer and Champaign County board
member.   

The lawyer members of the committee include William Brinkman, partner, Thomas,
Mamer and Haughey, Champaign, Illinois; Nancy M. Handegan, partner, Handegan & Scott,
Decatur, Illinois; and Frederick P. Erickson, senior partner with Erickson, Davis, Murphy,
Johnson, Griffith & Walsh, Decatur, Illinois.



Julie Moore will serve as chairperson of the committee.

Those who have submitted applications and are to be considered for appointment to the
judgeship, and will be screened by the committee, are: Mark Morthland, Kent Rathbun, Gregory
A. Mattingley, Albert G. Webber, Ora J. Baer, II, and Deanne F. Jones. All of the applicants are
lawyers who live in the Sixth Judicial Circuit. 

Members of the public are invited to submit comments concerning the applicants by
writing to Julie Moore, Chairperson, Sixth Circuit Judicial Screening Committee, c/o Chamber
of Commerce, 243 South Water Street Decatur, Illinois 62523.  Comments should be received by
the committee before April 30, 2001.  All comments will be held in the strictest confidence by
the committee and the Court.  

The Sixth Judicial Circuit includes Champaign, DeWitt, Douglas, Macon, Moultrie, and
Piatt Counties. 
 


