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JUSTICE RITA B. GARMAN TO BE SWORN IN TO ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT

SPRINGFIELD -- Chief Justice Moses W. Harrison II of the Supreme Court of Illinois
will preside over the installation ceremony and administer the oath to Justice Rita B. Garman, the
newest member of  the Court, on Monday, February 5.

The ceremony will take place at 1:30 p.m. in the courtroom of the Supreme Court at the
Supreme Court Building 200 E. Capitol Ave., in Springfield.

Justice Garman was appointed by the Court to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of
Justice Benjamin K. Miller who stepped down on January 29 after 16 years on the Court.

Justice Garman is a pioneer in breaking down women’s professional barriers in college,
law school and in the Illinois judiciary. She becomes the second woman to sit on the Illinois
Supreme Court, joining Justice Mary Ann G. McMorrow who was elected to the High Court in
1992 from Cook County.

Justice Garman, 57, has sat on the bench in Illinois for more than a quarter of a century:
first as an associate judge from 1974 to 1986, then a Circuit Court judge from 1986 to 1995 when
she was appointed to the Appellate Court from the Fourth Judicial District. She was elected to the
appellate seat in 1996.  She will also hold the High Court seat from the Fourth District, which is
composed of 30 counties across the central belt of Illinois.

“We are very honored to have Justice Garman join our Court,” said Chief Justice
Harrison. “She has had over 25 years experience  as a judge, is well respected by lawyers and
colleagues and has worked hard to improve the judiciary in Illinois. We are fortunate to have a
colleague of her high caliber.”

Sara Doyle and Andrew Garman, her children, will lead guests at the ceremony in the
Pledge of Allegiance. Among those giving remarks will be Chief Justice Harrison and Justice
Miller; Stephen L. Corn, an attorney with the Craig & Craig law firm in Mattoon; and U.S.
District Court Judge Jeanne E. Scott of the Central District of Illinois.



The Rev. Russell Smith of St. James United Methodist Church in Danville will give the
benediction. Among others attending will be Illinois Attorney General Jim Ryan.

Justice Garman is a graduate of the College of Commerce of the University of Illinois
where she was one of a handful of women in her classes and finished among the top 10 graduates
and was named to the Bronze Tablet; and the College of Law, University of Iowa where she
received her Juris Doctor degree with distinction in 1968. 

She has served as faculty at numerous seminars and programs for Illinois judges and has
been a member and chairperson of the Education Committee of the Illinois Judicial Conference,
which drafted the Comprehensive Judicial Education Plan for Illinois Judges.

While a member of the Appellate Court, Justice Garman authored 103 full opinions, issued
about 500 unpublished opinions and orders and was involved with hundreds of other cases
disposed of by the Appellate Court.

Following graduation from law school, Justice Garman began her legal career serving
indigent clients with the Legal Aid Society. She later worked with the Vermilion County State’s
Attorney’s office, and was in private practice for a year before becoming an associate judge. 

Justice Garman is the fourth new justice to join the Illinois Supreme Court since
December. The others are Justice Thomas R. Fitzgerald from Cook County, Justices Thomas L.
Kilbride from the Third Judicial District covering north central Illinois; and Justice Robert R.
Thomas from the Second Judicial District covering counties in the northern tier of the state,
excluding Cook.


