
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 4, 2014 

 

 

JUSTICE THOMAS L. KILBRIDE TO ADMINISTER OATH  

TO NEW ATTORNEYS IN MOLINE 

 
Illinois Supreme Court Justice Thomas L. Kilbride will administer the attorney's oath to 36 new law-

yers on Thursday, November 6, in the Third Judicial District. 

 

All of the candidates have passed the Illinois State Bar examination and an ethics examination; and 

were certified by the Supreme Court Committee on Character and Fitness. 

 

The bar admission ceremony will be held 11 a.m. at the I-Wireless Center, 1201 River Drive, Moline.  

 

Justice Kilbride will preside over the ceremony and welcome members of the class, their families and 

friends. 

 

Welcoming remarks will also be made by U.S. District Judge Sarah L. Darrow, Third District Appel-

late Court President Justice Tom M. Lytton, and Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Chief Judge Jeffrey W. 

O'Connor. 

 

Aurora Abella-Austrico, of Austriaco & Associates, will be the speaker for the ceremony.  

 

Sonni Choi Williams, a member of the ISBA Board of Governors also will speak. 

 

Peoria attorney M. Michael Waters will make the motion to admit the class.  Lacon attorney Teresa J. 

Cassidy will second the motion to admit the class, and Ottawa attorney Peter F. Ferracuti will also se-

cond the motion to admit the class. 

 

Guests of the Court will include: Appellate Justices Mary McDade, Daniel L. Schmidt, Robert L. 

Carter, Mary K. O'Brien, and Vicki Wright; Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Judges Frank R. Fuhr, Walter 

D. Braud, Lori R. Lefstein, Linnea E. Thompson, F. Michael Meersman, Mark A. VandeWiele, James 

G. Conway, Jr., C. Michael Darrow, and Peter W. Church; and Brian Towne, LaSalle County State's 

Attorney a member of the Illinois Board of Admissions to the Bar. 
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Also attending will be John McGehee, Rock Island County State's Attorney, Vicki Bluedorn, Rock Is-

land County Court Administrator, Lisa Bierman, Rock Island County Clerk of the Court, and Jeanette 

Hunter, Rock Island County Chief Deputy Clerk. 

 

Clerk Barbara Trumbo of the Third District Appellate Court will call the proceedings to order. 

 

A reception will follow the ceremony. 

 

Media coverage is invited. 

 

Illinois has approximately 94,000 attorneys licensed to practice law.  This number includes the 1,874 

new attorneys to be sworn in at all ceremonies in the state's five Supreme Court judicial districts on 

Thursday. 

 

The Third Judicial District is comprised of the following counties: Bureau, Fulton, Grundy, Hancock, 

Henderson, Henry, Iroquois, Kankakee, Knox, LaSalle, Marshall, McDonough, Mercer, Peoria, Put-

nam, Rock Island, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Whiteside and Will. 

  

Ceremonies in other districts will be held in Carbondale, Chicago, Elgin, and Springfield. 
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(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Joseph Tybor, director of communications to the 

Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.2323 or Dawn Frison Cook, senior communications specialist 

to the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.0870) 

 

 


