
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 30, 2002

SUPREME COURT FORMS SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHILD CUSTODY

The Supreme Court of Illinois announced Wednesday the formation of a special committee to study child
custody, parental termination and adoption issues.

The committee, composed of 14 judges from around the state and a chairman who are familiar and
experienced in child custody issues, is charged with the task of formulating methods to expedite the review of
such cases in the trial courts and appellate courts.

A prime focus of the committee, but not the sole one, will be the time it takes to bring child custody and
adoption cases to trial and through appeal.

The committee also will look at ways of making certain that judges who decide the issues in juvenile cases are
either the same throughout the process or have knowledge of the pending issues. It will study ways to
institutionalize the free flow of information between judges handling the same case or whether one judge
should handle it all the way through.

It also will take a look at the entire legislative framework and suggest changes that might be needed to
improve the quality of child custody, parental termination and adoption cases.

“This new committee will deal with one of the most important issues our judicial system will ever face,” said
Justice Thomas R. Fitzgerald, who initially proposed the idea of a child custody committee to the Court.
Justice Rita B. Garman recommended that the committee’s charge be expanded to include not only the
expedited appeal of children’s cases but to look and how these cases are handled from beginning to end. 

Both Justice Fitzgerald and Justice Garman will serve as Supreme Court liaisons to the committee.

“Formation of the committee is motivated by a desire to provide the children of our state the fairest system
that is possible,” said Justice Fitzgerald. “The most difficult cases our Court or any court in the state is called
upon to face are cases involving the custody of children, and we must be able to deal with those issues, not
only correctly but also in a timely manner.”

“I think it is important that our statewide system of handling children’s cases be consistent and
compassionate,” said Justice Garman. “It is vital that our childrens’ cases be heard from start to finish in as fair
and expeditious manner as possible.”
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Justices Fitzgerald and Garman emphasized that the judges who were selected to serve on the committee have
already demonstrated a superior knowledge and a compelling interest in the subject matter.

Each of the seven justices selected two judges from their district to serve on the committee plus a chairman.

Judge Alan J. Greiman, of the Illinois Appellate Court in Cook County, was named chairman.

“We’re going to examine the entire relationship of the courts to custody, parental termination and adoption
issues and make sure we’re doing the fair and appropriate thing for the children,” said Judge Greiman. “We
want to make certain we have an appropriate method of addressing this most important of all relationships in
the Illinois courts system.”

Specifically, the Supreme Court order establishing the committee charges it to study the coordination of cases
involving child custody maters among the administrative division of the Circuit Court; conduct a substantive
review of the statues governing child custody cases “to identify areas ripe for legislative action”; assess the
preparedness of the various participants, including judges and lawyers, in child custody cases; and study
methods to expedite the hearing of child custody issues in the Circuit Court and the appellate courts.

“Though the order creating the committee gives the committee specific charges, it goes on to remove any
limitations and this committee will be invited to make any recommendation that it thinks will improve the
quality of child custody law in this state,” Justice Fitzgerald said.

In addition to Judge Greiman, the members of the committee are:

Circuit Court Judge J. Jeffrey Allen of the 12th Judicial Circuit, Joliet; Circuit Court Judge J. Peter Ault of the
10th Judicial Circuit, Pekin; Circuit Court Judge Robert J. Anderson of the 18th Judicial Circuit, Wheaton;
Associate Judge Dennis J. Burke of the Circuit Court of Cook County in Chicago; Circuit Court Judge
Patricia Martin Bishop of the Circuit Court of Cook County in Chicago; Associate Judge Barbara Crowder
of the 3rd Judicial Circuit in Edwardsville; Judge John R. DeLaMar of the 6th Judicial Circuit in Champaign;

Judge Scott D. Drazewski of the 11th Judicial Circuit in Bloomington; Judge R. Peter Grometer of the Illinois
Appellate Court, Second Judicial District; Circuit Judge Curtis Heaston of the Cook County Circuit Court;
Judge Moshe Jacobius, Circuit Court of Cook County Chicago; Associate Judge Nelson F. Metz of the 3rd

Judicial Circuit in Edwardsville; Judge Karen G. Shields of the Cook County Circuit Court Chicago; and
Associate Judge Michael W. Stuttley of the Cook County Circuit Court, Markham.


