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JUSTICE GARMAN ANNOUNCES JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE

SPRINGFIELD – Justice Rita B. Garman of the Supreme Court of Illinois announced
Thursday she will seek applications and use a judicial evaluation committee to screen candidates
to fill a vacancy in Macon County in the 6th Judicial Circuit.

The vacancy was created by the retirement of Circuit Court Judge James A Hendrian of
Decatur, who had served as an associate judge from 1979 until his election as a Circuit judge in
1994.

Justice Garman, the newest member of the Supreme Court who was sworn in Feb. 5 to
replace the retired Justice Ben Miller in the Fourth Judicial District, said she will choose a seven-
person committee to evaluate applications for the judgeship. Five members of the committee will
be from Macon County and two from Champaign County. Three lawyers and four non-lawyers
will sit on the Committee.

"It is important to fill judicial vacancies in as timely a manner as possible to allow the
circuit courts to conduct the people's business," said Justice Garman.  “An evaluation committee
will screen the applicants and assure there is local input into the judicial selection process.”  

Justice Garman said she intends to utilize evaluation committees to fill future Circuit Court
vacancies.  The committees will be selected on a circuit basis.  

Among criteria the committee will use in evaluating candidates are judicial and legal
experience, integrity, professional competence, judicial temperament and a commitment to justice.

Under the Illinois Constitution, judicial vacancies are filled by the Supreme Court.
Recommendations are made by individual justices in the judicial district where the vacancy occurs.
A person appointed to fill a vacancy serves until the next general or judicial election when the
vacancy is then filled for a full term.



The person appointed to fill the vacancy left by Judge Hendrian’s retirement will serve
until the general election to be held in November 2002 when the position will be filled by election.

The Fourth Judicial District consists of counties across central Illinois. The Sixth Judicial
Circuit consists of Champaign, DeWitt, Douglas, Macon, Moultrie and Piatt counties.

Persons wishing to be considered for appointment to the vacancy may request an
application by writing the Clerk of the Supreme Court, Supreme Court Building, Springfield, IL
62706.

To be eligible for consideration, an applicant must be a lawyer licensed in the State of
Illinois. The deadline for submitting applications is Friday, April 6, 2001.


