
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form Name:  Application for Waiver of Court Fees 
Form Number:  WA-P 603.1 

Suggestions and Commission Responses 
 
May 13, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  Delete the boxes on the left side. The form is self-explanatory. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 
May 30, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  I think this new form is very good as it requires far more detail about 
income then the current forms. However two things seem to come into play:  There is no proof of 
income required nor was there on the current forms; and it appears to open the door for anyone to 
check federal or state benefits being received and not have to provide any further income info. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 
June 5, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  If I am reading it correctly, an applicant does not have to fill out 
income/expenses/assets if they have received public aid in the past 4 weeks, which applies to the 
majority of my clients for whom I would fill out this application.  This saves us time and also 
makes it harder for a judge to deny the application if someone is receiving public aid.  (Not 
recently, but in the past, I had several clients come back saying that their application for waiver 
of court fees was denied, even though they were receiving food stamps.) 
 
In addition, the new Application states that you only have to list real estate that is not the home 
you live in.  Also a great change in my opinion, since I have also had judges tell me that they 
deny applications for fee waivers if they think someone has equity in their home, which is unfair 
in my opinion because equity is not a liquid asset, and why should someone have to take out a 
home equity line of credit on their home to pay court fees? 
 
One change I would recommend is defining the value of the "real estate, other than the home I 
live in," as the equity in that real estate since it is possible for a second home or investment 
property to be underwater. 
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Overall, I am in favor of this form being adopted since it is clearer and leaves less room for 
misinterpretation. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 


