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LONGEST TENURED CLERK OF SUPREME COURT BIDS ADIEU

When Juleann Hornyak started as Clerk of the Illinois Supreme Court, a Greyhound bus was
the mode for shipping secret Court opinions to her office prior to public release. Now, though still
secret until released by her office, they arrive instantaneously through the miracle of electronic
transmission.

Back then, the business of the Court was painstakingly recorded on docket sheets in printed
hand or by typewriter; now, case management software eases the load and makes case information
accessible to the public on site via computer terminal, and opinions and orders by way of the Web. 

Through the years Ms. Hornyak has served the Court as Clerk, she has helped shepherd
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of pages of documents from filing to final order. They
included cases like the highly visible contested election count of the 1982 gubernatorial election
between Adlai Stevenson III and James R. Thompson; filings relating to imminently scheduled
executions;  and the seemingly  mundane  request of a lawyer asking the Court to grant an extension
of time to file a legal brief. All were regarded as significant by her, and  each was treated with the
same degree of diligence, attention to detail and dispatch.

These have been the hallmarks of Ms. Hornyak’s career since she started as Clerk of the
Supreme Court in 1982–diligence and administrative efficiency always served with an abiding sense
of professionalism and dignity.

When Chief Justice Thomas L. Kilbride convenes the Supreme Court for the beginning of its
new term on January 11, Ms. Hornyak will not be in her familiar role in the modest office within the
section of the Supreme Court Building that houses the Clerk’s 12-member Springfield staff and
operations. After more than 28 years, she is retiring, effective January 3, 2011; and she will be
missed.

“We loathe to see Juleann go,” said Chief Justice Kilbride. “She has served the Court with
distinction ever since her appointment in 1982. She is a talented administrator and a lawyer whose
skills have been invaluable to the Court and to the public we serve. She is capable of serving at the
highest level–anywhere, anytime, for anyone. 
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“Over the past 28 years, she has continually fulfilled the duties of her office with a sense of
dignity, responsibility and professionalism meriting our utmost respect and deepest appreciation. She
personifies the best of the best.

“We welcome her successor; but make no mistake, Juleann will be missed.”

Her duties will be undertaken by Carolyn Taft Grosboll, appointed Clerk of the Court as Ms.
Hornyak’s replacement. Ms. Grosboll brings pedigree as well as administrative experience to the
position. She is the daughter of the late Justin Taft Jr., the last Clerk of the Court to serve when the
position was still elective.

During the January term, Ms. Hornyak has been asked by the Court to assist in transition. 
She acknowledges that her imminent departure is a “bittersweet” affair.

Her 28-year tenure has long ago surpassed that of any one else who served in the position.
The next closest in terms of length of tenure was the very first Supreme Court clerk, James M.
Duncan, who served from 1819 to 1841. Over the course of her distinguished career, she has worked
with 27 Justices of the Supreme Court and has served 12 different Chief Justices.

“It has been an absolute pleasure and a privilege to serve every single Justice,” said Ms.
Hornyak. “It has been stimulating; it has been forever challenging and dynamic; and I have so
appreciated the cooperation I have always had from the Justices and their chambers. Having been
vested by the Court to serve as Clerk, I have always considered it to be a profound responsibility.

“A most able staff has consistently supported me in fulfilling the responsibilities of the office,
and I will be forever grateful to them.”

The Office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court may be one of those easily taken for granted,
but it is vital to the fair administration of justice. Appointment by the Court is prescribed by the
Illinois Constitution. Recitation of the office’s responsibilities belie their importance. Orderly
function is paramount.  

Officially, the responsibilities include the receipt and processing of filings and the
maintenance of dockets, records, files and statistics on the activities of the Supreme Court. The
Office assists the Court in the management of its caseload by monitoring the flow of cases from
initiation to the issuance of mandates and final orders. 

The Clerk also maintains the official roll of licensed Illinois attorneys, processes the licensing
of attorneys, and summarizes attorney disciplinary cases for the Court.

 In fact, the responsibilities include an assiduous accounting and classification of all
paperwork that is presented to the Court. The office requires a precise knowledge of Supreme Court 
rules and procedures governing the filing of motions and cases before the Court. If the Clerk finds
them in nonconformity with the rules, they are rejected by the Clerk without presentation to the
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“The Clerk of the Supreme Court does not put a file stamp on every piece of paper that
comes across the counter,” Ms. Hornyak explains. “Every single document is evaluated to see if it is
in accordance  with Supreme Court rules. So there is a constant vetting and evaluation process, and
that requires highly trained deputies and staff, for whom I am very grateful.”

The office requires frequent, almost daily, contact with the Justices. When the Court is in
term in Springfield, Ms. Hornyak meets daily with individual Justices regarding motions pending
before them. When the Justices are in their home chambers, Ms. Hornyak is in contact with them as
needed to process motions and other business that is presented daily to the Clerk’s office.

As Clerk, she has also served as a public face of the Court. Her office, on the first floor of the
Illinois Supreme Court Building in Springfield, and the clerk’s satellite office with two deputies on
the 20th floor of the Michael A. Bilandic Building in Chicago, serve as a public font of information on
official matters before the Court for members not only of the legal profession, but for the public as
well.

In matters of high public visibility and interest, such as those pertaining to the seating of
former Sen. Roland Burris, Ms. Hornyak has worked closely with the Administrative Office of
Illinois Courts to post relevant documents on the Court’s web site as quickly as possible. 

All orders issued by her office, as well as all Court opinions, are also available through the
Court’s web site at www.state.il.us/court. 

“The way Juleann has run the Clerk’s office has been just remarkable,” said J. Timothy
Eaton, an appellate lawyer and former president of the Illinois State Bar Association. “She and her
staff are efficient, helpful and informative. They are always ready to assist you.”

Ms. Hornyak is a native of Chicago’s south side. She received her B.A. and M.A.T.degrees
from the University of Dayton and John Carroll University, respectively. She received her juris
doctor degree with high honors from the Illinois Institute of Technology/Chicago-Kent College of
Law. Before being appointed Clerk of the Supreme Court, she was Clerk of the Fourth District
Appellate Court in Springfield, engaged in the private practice of law and served as law clerk for the
late Appellate Court Judge Harold F. Trapp.

She has been a member of the National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks since 1981,
and has served on the Executive and various other committees.
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