
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form Name:  How to ask the court to participate in a court case for free 
Form Number:  WA-I 602.1 

Suggestions and Commission Responses 
 
April 24, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  The circuit court of cook county presiding judges of each division ALL 
have their own and separate rules as to when and how to file for indigency status.  (Ret) Judge 
Maddux of the law division would only accept applications given at 11:30 am and to his clerk. 
Then he would make people wait during lunch and his assistants would decide if you were 
indigent.  Anyone who was a whistle blower or who filed multiple complaints pro se would be 
denied indigent status.  Then instead of giving you a decision he would violate law and send his 
decision to the clerk on another floor.  This prevented the pro se litigant who was denied 
indigency status from immediately asking for reconsideration and talking to the judge directly. 
Then the clerk would refuse to file the complaint if the judge denied it without a fee.  I filed an 
IL S Ct motion for supervisory order about this a few yrs ago and it was denied summarily, so 
the IL S Ct has condoned violation of statutes that the complaint must be filed even if the fee is 
not paid. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 
May 13, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  This is a bad form. There are too many instructions for poorly educated 
people. It looks like the IRS instructions attached to forms that lawyers fails to understand. Train 
the Circuit Clerk employees to help people. Do not expect that these problems can be handled on 
a paper form or computer screen. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 
May 17, 2014 
Comments/Suggestion:  The draft indicates the application to waive fees can be filed at any 
time.  In theory, this statement may be true. But since the application for waiver of fees is tied to 
the document that is being filed, there could very well be a time deadline for when the 
application must be filed.  In addition, since your info sheet indicates that it may take a judge a 
couple of days to review the application, if the application is filed on the 30th day after defendant 
has been served with summons, and it takes the judge a couple of days to review, the defendant's  
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application to waive fees in order to file an answer or appearance would result in the defendant 
being default since his filing would be past the filing deadline. 
 
Response:  Thank you so much for your thoughtful comments in response to the fee waiver 
forms. We truly appreciate your comments, which have been carefully considered and the 
committee made changes to make the forms as simple to use while remaining legally sufficient.  
Thank you again for taking the time to review these forms and share feedback. 
 
 


