
2014-2015 WRITTEN EXAMINATION APPLICATION 
FOR ILLINOIS COURT INTERPRETER PROGRAM 

 
 

The Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts (AOIC) administers a court interpreter written 
examination, developed by the National Center for State Courts (NCSC), to test candidates' 
knowledge of English proficiency, legal terminology, and interpreter ethics. The written examination 
is for foreign language interpreters only. Upon completion of the two-day orientation training, 
interpreters may register for the written examination. The written exam is used as a screening device 
to determine eligibility to sit for the oral examination. The exam is in English. The multiple choice test 
covers general English proficiency, legal terminology, and interpreter ethics and was developed by 
the NCSC. The passing score is 80% for inclusion on the AOIC statewide interpreter registry. Test 
candidates will receive their scores in the mail or over email as soon after the test date as practical. 
 
Retake on Written Examination 

If another version of the multiple choice test or written language assessment is available, the 
interpreter must wait at least six (6) months before re-taking, per the NCSC's Test 
Administration requirements. An interpreter candidate may take the same version of the test 
after twelve (12) months, but no candidate will be allowed to take any version of the multiple 
choice test or written language assessment more than twice. 
 

Rescore on Written Examination 
All scores on the multiple choice examination are considered final. There is no option for 
requesting a re-score for the written test. 
 

Waiver of Written Examination 
Interpreters who are certified by the federal courts, other states, or another entity with 
reciprocity may waive the written examination. 
 

Fee Waiver for Full-time County Staff Interpreters 
Full-time staff interpreters employed by the circuit court are eligible to have the written 
examination fee waived for the first examination only. If a candidate fails the examination and 
elects to retake the examination, subsequent fees will not be waived. Court administrators 
must confirm the list of eligible full-time staff interpreters for each circuit court to the AOIC. 
For the purposes of the fee waiver, "full-time" employment is defined as working a minimum 
of 37.5 hours a week with benefits. 
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WRITTEN EXAMINATION APPLICATION 

 
I attended the following two-day court interpreter orientation: 
Dates Location 
  
 
I have already taken the written exam but did not pass and would like to retake the exam: 
Date of last written exam Location 
  
 
The following dates and times are available for the written exam. Select the checkbox next to your selection under the 
"Select Date" column. Candidates that are taking the written exam for the first time may select any date. Please note that if 
you have already taken the written exam and did not pass, you must select the July 17th date in Chicago or July 10th date 
in Springfield.  
 
Select 
Date 

Location Date Time 

 James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph St. Rm. 9-040 
Chicago, IL 

Friday, May 15th, 2015 
Deadline to register: May 
1st 

2pm – 5pm 

 AOIC Springfield office 
3101 Old Jacksonville Rd. 
Springfield, IL 

Friday, Sept. 18th, 2015 
Deadline to register: Sept. 
4th 

1pm – 4pm 

WRITTEN EXAM RETAKE DATES 
 AOIC Springfield office 

3101 Old Jacksonville Rd. 
Springfield, IL 

Friday, July 10th, 2015 
Deadline to register: July 
1st 

1pm – 4pm 

 James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph St. Rm. 9-040 
Chicago, IL 

Friday, July 17th, 2015 
Deadline to register: July 
1st 

2pm – 5pm  

      
 
_______________________________________          ______________________________                          __________________ 

                                Name of Applicant            Language                                Date  
   

_____________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
                  Email address             Phone number 
 

Two-step registration process 
1) Please complete this application form and send it to Sophia Akbar at sakbar@illinoiscourts.gov as an email 

attachment, or mail it to Sophia Akbar at the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 222 N. Lasalle., 13th 
floor, Chicago, IL 60601, or fax it to 312-793-1335. 

2) To complete your registration, please send page 2 of this registration form along with a $50 fee (or $250 fee if 
you attended a 2014 orientation in Illinois and did not pay for the $200 orientation) in the form of a certified 
check, money order or personal check.  Please identify the payee as State of Illinois Treasurer. The 
Administrative Office will accept only certified checks, money orders or personal checks at this time.  Please send 
your fee to the following address: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, Language Access Program, 3101 
Old Jacksonville Road, Springfield, Illinois 62704. If you are eligible for a fee waiver (see p.1) then you do not 
need to pay a fee. 
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